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Exploring the WORD

There are many messages in today’s Gospel: the power of God
to heal, the compassion of Jesus for those in need, the fact that
a despised foreigner (the Samaritan) is the only one who
recognises what has been done, the role of faith and the
importance of thanking God for gifts received. But because this
Gospel is twinned with part of the story of Naaman the leper,
the idea that the Church brings out most clearly is that of
thanksgiving, or acknowledging what has been given to us. From
an early age we are taught to say “Thank You” — to recognise
that someone has gone out of their way to give us something or
do something for us. Our thanks strengthens the relationship
that binds us together, and it is the same with God. As we
recognise the good things that come from God, so our faith is
deepened and the bond of the Covenant in Christ Jesus is
strengthened.

PRAYER THIS WEEK

“They stood at a distance from him and raised their voices,
saying, “Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!”

We are ten lepers, with scars
and wounds—and hope
for your healing touch.

From our souls’ depths
we raise our voices to you.

“Jesus, Master!
Have pity on us!”

As we glimpse the grace
you pour upon us,
we thank you. Amen

GOSPEL SPIRITUALITY
“Marginal” People

“The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.” That is
the essence of our faith, and it is the focus of today’s liturgy.
Naaman in the first reading and the Samaritan in the Gospel
both experience the saving power of God. The wonderful deeds
of the Lord should elicit several reactions from us. The first is
gratitude to God, like the cured Samaritan who was the only one
to return and give thanks to God. The second is worship, like
Naaman, who vows: “I will no longer offer holocaust or sacrifice
to any other god except to the Lord.” The third is action on
behalf of others, as we pray in the opening prayer: “May our
love for you express itself in our eagerness to do good for
others.” God has blessed us with a wonderful earth and filled it
with a beautiful family of brothers and sisters. As Christians, we
are called to have thankful worship of God, expressed in care for
the lepers and blind people of our day—the poor, hungry, and
homeless, the victims of war and oppression, the suffering and
dying. We are to “sing to the Lord a new song” in a new world

where lepers and the blind are welcomed back into society.
Gerald Darring / www.liturgy.slu.edu

Special Second Collection
World Mission Sunday—19 October 2025

The money is distributed by the National Missions Office to help in ther running
expenses of a diocese for 12 months in a missionary country

ANNUAL NORTH SHORE 4 “

ROSARY PROCESSION :

An invitation for all North Shore parishes to join
in our Annual Rosary Procession / Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament (for those who can't

walk in the procession) and ending with )
Benediction on Sunday, 19th Oct 2025 starting

at 2 pm in the Church. ,
i 1) ‘.‘

ALL SAINT’S PARTY for Children

To celebrate All Saints Day (1st Nov)
we will have an ALL SAINTS PARTY
on SUNDAY 2nd NOV at the 10am Mass
sl Children are asked to please dress up as their
favourite Saint. If any children would like to
sing in the choir at this Mass, please contact
Sylvia Hartley at aldonsylvia@gmail.com

There will be shared cuppa in the hall.

GAMES « TRIATS « PRIZLS

PARISH ONLINE REGISTRATION!

In an endeavor to keep Parishioner information current, St Thomas
More parish has moved on from the manual excel spreadsheet
database (which is very outdated) to an Online Database which is
user friendly and confidential. We humbly appeal to All new and
existing parishioners to please register your family online. To
Register, please log on to www.glenfieldcatholic.org.nz. Please
complete all relevant fields, i.e. full name, contact number, email
address, etc.
¢ Once you are registered, you can thereafter log on to the

website and update your details from the link at the bottom of
your email, as and when necessary.
. The Enrolment number is proof of registration. You are
welcome to use this number when making donations/pledge if
you don’t already have a pledge number.
L If you need help with registration, please contact Trevlyn
in the parish office for assistance.

Thank you for the registrations thus far.

Parish Safeguarding

Core Safeguarding Practice — Transport

As a general rule, a child or vulnerable adult should
only be transported with specific permission from their parent/
caregiver. In the event that a child or vulnerable adult needs to be
transported, the ‘two adult rule’ applies. Alternatively, if two adults are
not available to provide transport, children may be transported in
instances where there will be no fewer than two children in the
vehicle at all times. All people travelling in a vehicle must
wear seat belts, the driver should be appropriately licensed
and the vehicle should be registered, warranted and safe to
drive.

Did you know that?

Pope Pius Xl established World Mission
Sunday in 1926 to unite the Church in
prayer and financial support for mission
work, a tradition that continues on the
penultimate Sunday in October. It means
Mission Sunday on 19" October 2025 is the
99" World Missionary Day.

MISSIONARIES OF
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World Mission Month, and Mesion Sunday 2025

Pope Francis declared October 2019 as the Extraordinary Missionary
Month. It was an intentional expansion of the mission focus beyond just
a single day to the entire month of October. 2019 was also a time to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the encyclical Maximum lllud
(On the Propagation of Faith throughout the whole world) written by Pope
Benedict XV.

CANOPY & CARPARK FUNDRAISING INITIATIVE
Donations Received thus far — $174,062.83

ST THOMAS MORE GLENFIELD
02-0108-0708668-003
Parishioner’s name and Pledge Number

Account Name:
Account Number:
Reference :

Thank you for your generosity!!
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THE WORD OF GOD

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
2 Kings 5:14-17
2 Timothy 2:8-13
Luke 17:11-19
Monday
Romans 1:1-7
Luke 11:29-32
Tuesday
Romans 1:16-25
Luke 11:37-41
Wednesday
Romans 2:1-11
Luke 11:42-46
St Therese of Jesus, D.V
Thursday
Romans 3:21-30
Luke 11:47-54
Friday
Romans 4:1-8
Luke 12:1-7
St Ignatius of Antioch, B.M
Saturday
Timothy 4:10-17
Luke 10:1-9
St Luke, Evangelist

St Vincent de Paul Glenfield
- our cupboard is bare!

Can you help, our St Vincent De Paul Shed is
low in stock, especially for rice, noodles, tuna, corned
beef, cereals, sugar, tea. All non-perishable items
would be deeply appreciated. Thank you so much for
your generosity, it is gratefully received by the people
we help in our community.

SVDP shops are always looking for volunteers and
good quality donations for their shops, if you can help
please contact the shops.

Thank you for your generosity.

NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE (cont.)

Support Life Sunday 2025: Pilgrims for Hope — Building a
Culture of Love and Life. Each year, on the second Sunday
of October, the Church in Aotearoa celebrates Support Life
Sunday. As the New Zealand bishops reminded us in the
2023 document, Te Kahu o te Ora: “We do not need to look
far to recognise that our world requires a lot of healing. All
around us, we experience divisions that are the result of
human behaviours and institutions.” Support Life Sunday
2025 provides an opportunity, within this year of Jubilee, to
focus on how we can better support a culture of love and life
through prayer and action. Find out more at https://
catholic.org.nz/resources/

All welcome to share
in a cuppa after the 10am
Mass hosted by the

Filipino '{!
Community
—

There are still a number of
2025/26 Pledge Envelopes
awaiting collection. Please
collect them from the Parish
Office or let me know if you
do not wish to continue using
this donation option. Thank
you

= Baptism
LN Preparation
; Courses 2025

Last session for the year
2 November 2025
—000—-

Classes for will resume in
February 2026

Contact the parish office to book
Ph: 444 8624
Email: office@stthomasmore.org.nz

We pray for all
those who have
died recently and
all those whose
anniversaries
occur at this
time.

ZTITIPOUNAMU Seudy & fey

Liturgical inculturation, a dangerous
concept?! with Fr Joe Grayland. Monday, 20 October
2025, 7-8.30pm (Zoom). Koha/Donation
https://www.studyjoy.nz/2025/09/17 lliturgical-
inculturation-a-dangerous-concept/

St Francis of Assisi & the Sultan - Interview with
Patrick Carolan
https://www.studyjoy.nz/2025/09/28/celebrating-nostra
-aetate-on-muffin-talk/

No Man is an Island / Euthanasia — Interview with
Richard Harward
https://www.studyjoy.nz/2025/09/30/no-man-is-an-
island-muffin-talk-with-richard-harward/
Horizons — Interview with Fr Joe Grayland
https://www.studyjoy.nz/2025/09/14/horizons-muffin-
talk-with-dr-joe-grayland/

For more information: www.studyjoy.nz

In 1994, Mother Teresa spoke at a National
Prayer Breakfast in Washington: “...if we accept that
the mother can kill even her own child, how can we tell
other people not to kill one another? How do we
persuade a woman not to have an abortion? As
always, we must persuade her with love.” “And by
abortion, the father is taught that he does not have to
take any responsibility at all for the child he has
brought into that world.” “Any country that accepts
abortion is not teaching its people to love one another
but to use any violence to get what they want. This is
why the greatest destroyer of love and peace is
abortion.” Source: [Congressional Record Volume
140, Number 50 (Monday, May 2, 1994)] https://
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CREC-1994-05 -02/
html/CREC-1994-05-02-pt1-PgS16.htm For more pro
-life information, visit
www.www.voiceforlife.org.nz.

Please pray for our sick
parishioners & their families

David McNeill, Anselmo Salazar,

Gaye and Ciara Rhodes, Israel

Nathan, Tamar Mathews, Mark
Delaurier

Contact the Parish office
if you wish to add names
office@stthomasmore.org.nz

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND

Kids Corner: https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-
content/uploads/2025/09/Celebrating-TWENTY-
EIGHTH.pdf

Parents pondering: WHEN YOU THOUGHT | WASN'T
LOOKING
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/
uploads/2025/09/WHEN-YOU-THOUGHT-I-WAST-
LOOKING.pdf

Holy Cross Seminary
www.holycross.org.nz

Please DO NOT double park in the main carpark and
block access for drop-offs and emergency vehicles. Also
please DO NOT park along St Thomas More Lane - the
residents are inconvenienced by the weekly
congestion. Your vehicle will be towed away.
Thank you

NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE

Catholic Kiwi Podcast: The New Zealand
Catholic Bishops Conference has launched a new
podcast series, sharing stories of faith, ministry
and mission of Kiwis and visitors to our shores.
The first episodes have been released, with new
episodes scheduled as part of season 1 leading up
to Christmas. Search “Catholic Kiwi Podcast” on
YouTube or Spotify now.

Celebration Mass | Sunday 7th December
4:30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral: Celebrate a
fantastic year of youth ministry at our end-of-year
Celebration Mass! This special event marks the

end of our year-long journey with the young

leaders of the Diocese of Auckland. We are
excited to celebrate the many ways they have
served in 2025. At this mass, we are excited to
present the Tu Kahikatea Awards. These awards
recognize young people who have made an
outstanding contribution in the Diocese. Bishop
Steve Lowe will celebrate the mass, present the
Awards, and give a special blessing to all our
youth and young adult ministry leaders. Young
leaders, make sure you don’t miss it! All are
welcome at this celebration! Bring your whanau,
your friends, and your wider faith community as we
mark the conclusion of an amazing year of
ministry.

Scholarship for Theological Study Bishop
Stephen Lowe, the Catholic Bishop of Auckland, is
pleased to call for applications for the Ruth Miller
Scholarship for theological study. This scholarship
will be available for those currently teaching or
intending to teach in a Catholic school who plan to
do one or more theology papers towards a
Bachelor of Theology degree in 2026. For further
information about this scholarship and to receive
an application form, please email:
scholarships@cda.org.nz. The closing date for
applications is 21st NOVEMBER 2025.

Tu Kahikatea Awards 2025 | Nominations now
open! Nominations for the 2025 Tu Kahikatea
Awards are now OPEN! The Tu Kahikatea Awards
are annual awards given out by the Diocese of
Auckland to recognise young people who have
made an outstanding contribution in their
community. The Awards are about celebrating the
gift that young people are to the Catholic Church in
Aotearoa New Zealand, and thanking them for the
significant contributions they have made. For more
information and to make a nomination go to: https:/
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/.../tu-kahikatea-
awards/

Nominations CLOSE Sunday 26th October.

Please find attached the seventh edition of the
NZCBC Catholic Diocese of Auckland
newsletter, also available in the following link:
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/
uploads/2025/10/NZ-Catholic-Issue-7_October 25.pdf

Nostra Aetate — Celebrating the 60 Years of Nos-
tra Aetate — In Our Time (28 Oct 1965) — this is the
Second Vatican Council document pronouncing
that as Catholics “it is our task of promoting unity
and love among men and women of all na-
tions.” [#1]. If you want to learn a little bit more
about Nostra Aetate — download the document (2
pages). Better still, join us in this celebration
launch at a Quiz and Pizza night 7PM | October 23
| at Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College,
40 Vermont St, Ponsonby. Please note the venue
change. Gather your team of families and friends
along for the quiz, prizes will be won. Registration
is encouraged | Email us or use the QR code or
click on the link https://
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/nostra-aetate-event/

Join us for A Night at the Conclave with Cardinal
John Dew at St Mary’s College, 7.30pm, Friday 21
November. Discover the mystery of the Papal
Conclave through Cardinal John’s unique insights.
All proceeds support the Cathedral of St Patrick
and St Joseph, our Mother Church. Details &
tickets: https://events.humanitix.com/conclave

Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College
enrolment for Bachelor Degree and Graduate
Diploma in Theology for Semester One 2026 will
run from September 22
— November 21, 2025.

Go to www.tekupenga.ac.nz/apply to enrol. You can
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