Exploring the WORD
Perhaps the hardest Olympic event is the marathon: not only
does it demand strength and fitness, but it calls for immense
perseverance and endurance. Life in general and the Christian
life in particular, is a marathon. We will face hills and mountains
as well as valleys and gentle slopes in life: we will face obstacles
and pressures which will make us want to say, as the prophet
Elijah did, “Lord, it is enough!” Especially in our lifetime of
prayer, there will be times when we say “Lord, | can go no
further.” Jesus himself understands the need for perseverance
in prayer, and the temptation to lose heart, which is why he
offers us this parable and teaching today. And remember the
thought from the first reading: sometimes we may need to hold
each other in our praying!

Special Second Collection—TODAY
World Mission Sunday—19 October 2025

The money is distributed by the National Missions Office to help in ther running
expenses of a diocese for 12 months in a missionary country

ANNUAL NORTH SHORE ROSARY
PROCESSION—TODAY

An invitation for all North Shore parishes to join in
our Annual Rosary Procession / Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament (for those who can't walk in the
procession) and ending with Benediction on
Sunday, 19th Oct 2025 starting at 2 pm in the
Church.

There will be shared cuppa in the hall.
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ALL SAINT’S PARTY for Children

To celebrate All Saints Day (1st Nov)
we will have an ALL SAINTS PARTY
on SUNDAY 2nd NOV at the 10am Mass
ol Children are asked to please dress up as their
‘ favourite Saint. If any children would like to
‘& sing in the choir at this Mass, please contact
Sylvia Hartley at aldonsylvia@gmail.com

GAMES * TRIATS + PRIZES

PRAYER THIS WEEK

“Because this widow keeps bothering me
| shall deliver a just decision for her.”

Persistence
made
the crotchety judge give in
to the tough old
widow.

Lord,
you made this crystal clear:
to petition is good,
to pester even
better.

We come to you like the widow,
banging on your door,
day and night.
Put her type of faith into
our hearts. Amen

PARISH ONLINE REGISTRATION!

In an endeavor to keep Parishioner information current, St Thomas
More parish has moved on from the manual excel spreadsheet
database (which is very outdated) to an Online Database which is
user friendly and confidential. We humbly appeal to All new and
existing parishioners to please register your family online. To
Register, please log on to www.glenfieldcatholic.org.nz. Please
complete all relevant fields, i.e. full name, contact number, email
address, etc.
¢ Once you are registered, you can thereafter log on to the
website and update your details from the link at the bottom of
your email, as and when necessary.
* The Enrolment number is proof of registration. You are
welcome to use this number when making donations/pledge if
you don’t already have a pledge number.
L If you need help with registration, please contact Trevlyn
in the parish office for assistance.

Thank you for the registrations thus far.

GOSPEL SPIRITUALITY
Not Losing Heart

Today’s liturgy is about the “necessity of praying always and not
losing heart.” Moses and Aaron discovered something about
prayer when they fought the battle with Amalek: “As long as
Moses kept his hands raised up, Israel had the better of the
fight, but when he let his hands rest, Amalek had the better of
the fight.” We are today in a mortal struggle with dangerous
enemies that threaten to kill us: deprivation, oppression,
alienation, and aggression. We must do what God’s people did
in the desert. We must engage in battle with the enemy,
throwing the best of our forces into the struggle. And we must
hold up our hands in prayer to the God who is our source of
power and will give us strength. “The Lord is your guardian; the
Lord is your shade; he is beside you at your right hand. ” We
have a God who rescues us from death and feeds us in time of
famine. Our faith in that God should make it possible to fight
with confidence against the social evils like poverty and war

which often seem to have the better of the fight. Gerald Darring /
www.liturgy.slu.edu

Parish Morning Tea

Morning Tea st
ad Tuesday 21 OCTOBER
f: B 4 g o ALL WELCOME
1O "M‘ m‘ Hosted by your Parish Seniors Group
Parish Hall

After the 9.15am Mass
An opportunity to relax and socialise
with your fellow Parishioners
Join us in Song, Fun and Fellowship

Any queries contact Elizabeth Auger 021 201 8914
Parish Safeguarding

Core Safeguarding Practice — Changing

rooms/toileting

Children and vulnerable adults should be afforded privacy when
using toilets and change rooms. Supervising adults should work
to maintain the privacy of the individuals e.g. announcing entry to
the room. The ‘two adult rule’ applies. Those working with
children and vulnerable adults through a role with the church
entity should not be involved in providing toileting assistance at
any time unless they are officially assigned that role with
appropriate safeguarding training provided. In most cases, ﬁ

if toileting assistance is required, the child or vulnerable
adult’s parent/caregiver must be available to do this.
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CANOPY & CARPARK FUNDRAISING INITIATIVE
Donations Received thus far — $174,062.83

ST THOMAS MORE GLENFIELD
02-0108-0708668-003
Parishioner’s name and Pledge Number

Account Name:
Account Number:
Reference :

Thank you for your generosity!!



mailto:aldonsylvia@gmail.com

THE WORD OF GOD

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Exodus 17:8-13
2 Timothy 3:14-4:2
Luke 18:1-8
World Mission Sunday
Monday
Romans 4:20-25
Luke 12:13-21
Tuesday
Romans 5:12.15.17-21
Luke 12:35-38
Wednesday
Romans 6:12-18
Luke 12:39-48
Thursday
Romans 6:19-23
Luke 12:49-53
Friday
Romans 7:18-25
Luke 12:54-59
Saturday
Romans 8:1-11
Luke 13:1-9

St Vincent de Paul Glenfield
- our cupboard is bare!

Can you help, our St Vincent De Paul Shed is
low in stock, especially for rice, noodles, tuna, corned
beef, cereals, sugar, tea. All non-perishable items would
be deeply appreciated. Thank you so much for your
generosity, it is gratefully received by the people we help
in our community.

Thank you for your generosity!!

Z Jubilee Bursary
3 For Theological and Religious Education
7 O APPLICATIONS INVITED

for Semester 1, 2026

Applications close Thursday, 27 November 2025

in the Auckland Diocese
The Bursary is a contribution towards Tertiary Study for Theology and RE courses
at Degree or Post Grad Level
For information and an application pack please contact.
Michelle Jarvis
micheliei@cda org.nz

Auckland Catholic Diocese

Candlelight Vigil for the Unborn
Come, pray and witness to the dignity

All welcome to share
in a cuppa after the 10am
Mass hosted by the

Tongan r )
Community \QJ

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF
AUCKLAND

Kids Corner: https:/
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-
content/uploads/2025/09/
Celebrating-TWENTY-NINTH-
SUNDAY-in-OT-2.pdf

Parents pondering: WHAT
LOVE IS ALL ABOUT

https://
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-
content/uploads/2025/09/WHAT-
LOVE-IS-ALL-ABOUT.pdf

=p- Baptism
ﬁ\c{l&( Preparation
27~  Courses 2025
Last session for the year
2 November 2025
—000—-

Classes will resume in
February 2026

Contact the parish office to book
Ph: 444 8624
Email: office@stthomasmore.org.nz

We pray for all
those who have
died recently and
all those whose
anniversaries
occur at this
time.

Please pray for our sick
parishioners & their families

David McNeill, Anselmo Salazar,

Gaye and Ciara Rhodes, Israel

Nathan, Tamar Mathews, Mark
Delaurier

Contact the Parish office
if you wish to add names
office@stthomasmore.org.nz

Holy Cross Seminary
www.holycross.org.nz

of Life this All Souls Day!

When? Sunday 2 November at 7:30 p.m.
Where? Potter’'s Park — Dominion & Balmoral Road
corner

Family-friendly event | Bring friends | Candles provided
For more info, contact Simon: 021 400 729 —
simon@fli.org.nz or go to https://www.facebook.com/

familylifenz
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CANDLELIGHT VIG]

for the Unbarn

ZTITIPOUNAMU Seudy & foy

Liturgical inculturation, a dangerous concept?! with Fr
Joe Grayland
Monday, 20 October 2025, 7-8.30pm (Zoom). Koha/Donation
https://www.studyjoy.nz/2025/09/17/liturgical-inculturation-a-
dangerous-concept/

Interviews on 60 years of Nostra Aetate, the document
that promotes reaching out to people of all religions. - Fr
Kevin Toomey OP (NZ), Patrick Carolan (USA) and Fr
Markus Solo SVD (Vatican)
www.studyjoy.nz/2025/10/15/celebrating-nostra-aetate-on-
muffin-talk/

For more information: www.studyjoy.nz

On 22 October, a bill will be introduced in
the New South Wales Parliament to make sex-
selective abortion a criminal offence. Monica Doumit
writes in The Catholic Weekly that pro-life advocates
will challenge abortion-supporting politicians to justify
why unborn children should be aborted based on
parents’ preference for the other sex. Feminist
politicians opposing the bill must explain how
defending unrestricted abortion includes accepting the
loss of baby girls. While sex-selective abortion is more
common in some migrant communities, it may also be
used for “family balancing” — ensuring a mix of sons
and daughters. The bill’'s opponents, Doumit argues,
will need to admit they support abortion so strongly
that they are willing to ignore the ethical implications
of sex-selective practices. For more pro-life
information, visit www.www.voiceforlife.org.nz.

Please DO NOT double park in the main carpark and
block access for drop-offs and emergency vehicles. Also
please DO NOT park along St Thomas More Lane - the
residents are inconvenienced by the weekly
congestion. Your vehicle will be towed away.

Thank you

NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE

Mass for Deceased Clergy: Wednesday 5%
November 2025 11:00am at St Patrick’s
Catholic Church and Cemetery Panmure.
All parishioners from every parish are warmly
invited to attend the Annual Mass for Deceased
Clergy, as we gather to remember and pray for
those clergy who have passed away in the past
year.

Jubilee Bursary Semester 1, 2026 For

Theology and RE courses. Applications

close Thurs, 27 Nov 2025 please contact:
michellej@cda.org.nz

Celebration Mass | Sunday 7th December
4:30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral: Celebrate a
fantastic year of youth ministry at our end-of-
year Celebration Mass! This special event
marks the end of our year-long journey with the
young leaders of the Diocese of Auckland. We
are excited to celebrate the many ways they
have served in 2025. At this mass, we are
excited to present the Tu Kahikatea Awards.

Scholarship for Theological Study Bishop
Stephen Lowe, the Catholic Bishop of
Auckland, is pleased to call for applications for
the Ruth Miller Scholarship for theological
study. This scholarship will be available for
those currently teaching or intending to teach in
a Catholic school who plan to do one or more
theology papers towards a Bachelor of
Theology degree in 2026. For further
information about this scholarship and to
receive an application form, please email:
scholarships@cda.org.nz. The closing date for
applications is 21st NOVEMBER 2025.

Tu Kahikatea Awards 2025 | Nominations
now open! Nominations for the 2025 Tu
Kahikatea Awards are now OPEN! The Tu
Kahikatea Awards are annual awards given out
by the Diocese of Auckland to recognise young
people who have made an outstanding
contribution in their community. The Awards are
about celebrating the gift that young people are
to the Catholic Church in Aotearoa New
Zealand, and thanking them for the significant
contributions they have made. For more
information and to make a nomination go to:
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/.../tu-
kahikatea-awards/ Nominations CLOSE Sunday
26th October.

Celebrating the 60 Years of Nostra Aetate — In
Our Times (28 Oct 1965) — the Second Vatican
Council document “proclaiming that it is our task
of promoting unity and love among men and
women of all nations.” [#1]. If you want to learn
a little bit more about Nostra Aetate — download
the document here (2 pages). https://
www.vatican.va/archive/hist councils/
ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-
ii_decl 19651028 nostra-aetate_en.htm| Better
still, join us in this celebration launch at a Quiz
and Pizza night, Thursday, 23 October, 7PM-
8:30PM at the Sacred Heart parish hall, 24
Vermont St, Ponsonby. Gather your team of
families and friends along for prizes will be won.
Registration is encouraged | Email us, use the
QR code or visit the following link: https:/
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/nostra-aetate-event/ |

Join us for A Night at the Conclave with Car-
dinal John Dew at St Mary’s College, 7.30pm,
Friday 21 November. Discover the mystery of
the Papal Conclave through Cardinal John’s
unique insights. All proceeds support the
Cathedral of St Patrick and St Joseph, our
Mother Church. Details & tickets: https://
events.humanitix.com/conclave

Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College
enrolment for Bachelor Degree and Graduate
Diploma in Theology for Semester One 2026
will run from September 22 — November 21,
2025. Go to www.tekupenga.ac.nz/apply to
enrol.
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