‘ol

nary Time.Year C|

Exploring the WORD

A few weeks ago (22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time) we had a Gospel
about humility in social life — today we hear the Lord reiterating the
message, but this time in reference to our prayer lives. The two
Gospels are linked by the last words today, which also appear in the
other story: “Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the
one who humbles himself will be exalted.” This phrase is obviously
a key part of our Lord’s teaching! The sin of “self-exaltation”
consists in putting others in a lower place — as the Pharisee does to
the tax collector. Perhaps the most telling phrase in today’s Gospel
is where Jesus refers to the Pharisee saying “this prayer to himself,”
rather than offering it to God! And since the Pharisee wasn’t talking
to God, how could he expect to be heard?

ALL SOULS' DAY
Please write the names of deceased family members on the paper
provided and place them in the basket before Mass. These will be
brought up during Gift Offering with the Book of Remembrance for a
special blessing by Father Pio

ALL SOULS DAY
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1
5.30pm Mass
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2
8 & 10 am Mass

ALL SAINTS’ DAY

SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 1
9:15 am Mass

church from next weekend. Please write the names of
your deceased family and friends who you wish to be
prayed for during the month of November 2025.

A BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE will be at the back of the \»m-
,‘g&i

PRAYER THIS WEEK

“O God, be merciful to me, a sinner.”

Listen
to one man,
who moves from storage bin to apartment.
With no bed and sleeps on the floor.
“What else could | want?”
he prays.
“God is so merciful.”

And to another.
With no ID, he can’t get in a shelter,
... has disease-ravaged toes.
He finds shoes that fit,
and cries to God,
“Oh, | am so blessed.”

Lord,
Have mercy on us. Amen

Christmas Giving Tree 2025

Our Parish Annual Christmas
Giving Tree drive begins on the
weekend of NOVEMBER 8th.

If you would like to help, please
take a gift tag.

After purchasing the gift, return
and place them with its tag
attached under the Christmas Tree
at the back of the Church.

Your generous donations of gifts,
food items/vouchers and gift cards
will be distributed in the form of
Christmas Hampers to our
parishioners in need, St Vincent de
Paul and Little Sprouts Charitable
Trust.

All gifts and donations must be
returned by o R
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2025 L
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Joshua Catholic Mens' Fellowship

** An Invitation to All Men !! **

You are invited to the next North Shore Joshua meeting on
Wednesday 29 October 2025.

Please join our great group of men at St Thomas More Church, 336
Wairau Rd, Glenfield from 7pm
If you have any questions please don't hesitate to contact
Jerome Hardy (027) 2334380.

GOSPEL SPIRITUALITY

Pharisaism
Today’s Gospel is about two people in the temple. One is a man

of religion (a Pharisee) and the other is looked upon by
everyone as a sinner (the tax collector). In today’s terms, the
parable might portray two of our contemporaries. One stands
up arrogantly and proclaims his innocence of any wrongdoing:
he is neither racist nor sexist; he oppresses no one; he is a
strong supporter of peace; he doesn’t hate anyone; he always
gives everyone an equal chance. The other stands at a distance,
acknowledging his own complicity in evil and begging God’s
forgiveness for his contributions to the presence of sin in the
world. Enough of all this pharisaism! If no one is racist, then
why is there racism? If everyone is for peace, then why is there
peacelessness? If we all stand for equal opportunity, then why
are so many deprived? We have had enough Pharisees in our
world, and we don’t need anyone else to tell us how innocent
they are of wrongdoing. It’s time for all of us to stand at a
distance and acknowledge our own complicity in evil. It’s time to

stop bragging and to beg God’s forgiveness. Gerald Darring /
www.liturgy.slu.edu

Sacramental Programme 2026
Registrations are now open

Enrolment Forms are available at the church
foyer.

Submit completed Form together with a copy of the
the child’s Baptismal Certificate to the Parish Office.

Confirmation date is 14 June 2026

m Parish Safeguarding
Core Safeguarding Practice — Behaviour
management

At the outset of any activity, expectations about appropriate and
socially acceptable behaviour and taking responsibility for one’s own
behaviour should be made clear to participating children and
vulnerable adults. Managing the behaviour of children and vulnerable
adults should always take the form of positive reinforcement
wherever possible — i.e. affirming them for positive actions. At all
times, adults must ensure that behaviour management is at no time
punitive, humiliating or aggressive. Bullying is unacceptable and must

be addressed appropriately and without delay.

CANOPY & CARPARK FUNDRAISING INITTATIVE

Donations Received thus far — $175,339.83

ST THOMAS MORE GLENFIELD
02-0108-0708668-003
Parishioner’s name and Pledge Number

Account Name:
Account Number:
Reference :

Thank you for your generosity!!



http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/102316.cfm

THE WORD OF GOD

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ecclesiasticus 35:12-14.16-19
2 Timothy 4:6-8.16-18
Luke 18:9-14
Monday

Romans 8:12-17

Luke 13:10-17
Tuesday
Ephesians 2:19-22
Luke 6:12-16
Sts Simon and Jude, Apostles

Wednesday

Romans 8:26-30
Luke 13:22-30

Thursday

Romans 8:31-39

Luke 13:31-35
Friday
Romans 9:1-5
Luke 14:1-6

Saturday J

Apocalypse 7:2-4.9-14
1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12
ALL SAINTS

Labour Weekend
Sorry

NO CUPPA

after the 10am
Mass

Baptism
Preparation
Courses 2025

Last session for the year
2 November 2025
—-000—-
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Classes will resume in
February 2026

Contact the parish office to book
Ph: 444 8624
Email: office@stthomasmore.org.nz

Parish Working Bee

Works & Finance Team are calling on
volunteers to help with Light Maintenance
work & Cleaning of the Church in preparation for
Advent season on Saturday, 8th
November 2025 from 10am after

morning Mass..

Many Hands make light work!!!
We appreciate and thank you for your
support.

Eftpos is available every 4™ Sunday of the
month for SVDP collection. We thank you
for your generous contribution.

—-000—-

Please continue to support St Vincent De Paul in their
drive to replenish stock in their shed.
Items needed are: rice, noodles, tuna, corned beef,
cereals, sugar, tea. All non-perishable items would be
deeply appreciated. Thank you

BiLy

Jubilee Bursary
For Theological and Religious Education

APPLICATIONS INVITED
for Semester 1, 2026
Applications ciose Thursday, 27 November 2025

Applicants must be Catholic and making a contribution to the mission of the Catholic Church
in the Auckland Diocese
The Bursary is a contribution towards Tertiary Study for Theology and RE courses
at Degree or Post Grad Level
For information and an application pack please contact.
Michelle Jarvis
michelieN@cda org.nz

Auckland Catholic Diocese

L TITIPOUNAMU Seudy & foy

Webinar with the members of the New Zealand
Catholic Bishops Committee for Interfaith Relations
to celebrate 60 years of Nostra Aetate.
Tuesday, 28 October, 7-8pm. https://tinyurl.com/NA-NZ-
2025
Interviews on 60 years of Nostra Aetate, the
document that promotes reaching out to people of all
religions. - Fr Kevin Toomey OP (NZ), Patrick Carolan
(USA) and Fr Markus Solo Kewuta SVD (Vatican)
www.studyjoy.nz/2025/10/15/celebrating-nostra-aetate-on

We pray for all
those who have

-muffin-talk/

died recently and
all those whose
anniversaries
occur at this
time.

Please pray for our sick
parishioners & their families

David McNeill, Anselmo Salazar,

Gaye and Ciara Rhodes, Israel

Nathan, Tamar Mathews, Mark
Delaurier

Contact the Parish office
if you wish to add names

For more information: www.studyjoy.nz
While the cost of living crisis dominates
headlines in New Zealand, another national
crisis is being overlooked—one in which many unborn
children and vulnerable elderly people are at risk of
abortion, euthanasia or assisted suicide. The annual
abortion report showed a 14.9% rise in abortions last
year. There is also a 67% increase in late-term abortions
since the 2020 Abortion Legislation Act came into force.
Euthanasia rates are also climbing, with growing support
for expanding eligibility and removing safeguards. These
shifts reflect a culture that is failing to recognise the value
of human life. It's time for pro-life people to speak up,
raise awareness, and help foster a culture that protects

the rights of all— born and unborn. For more pro-life
information, visit www.www.voiceforlife.org.nz.

office@stthomasmore.org.nz

Kid's Korner

Holy Cross Seminary
www.holycross.org.nz

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND

Kids Corner: https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-
content/uploads/2025/09/Celebrating-Thirtieth-SUNDAY -
in-OT.pdf

Parents pondering: HELLO GOD
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/
uploads/2025/09/HELLO-GOD.pdf

Please DO NOT double park in the main carpark and
block access for drop-offs and emergency vehicles. Also
please DO NOT park along St Thomas More Lane - the
residents are inconvenienced by the weekly
congestion. Your vehicle will be towed away.
Thank you

NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE

Youth Leaders Hui | Saturday 15 November
9:00am-1:30pm | 30 New Street Pompallier
Diocesan Centre. Join us for our Youth Leaders
Hui - a day for youth leaders to connect, share and
shape the future of youth ministry in our Diocese.
We want to hear your hopes, insights and ideas as
we look ahead together! In particular, at this Hui
we will explore how we can:

(1) Strengthen youth ministry across the Diocese,
(2) Relaunch Diocesan Youth Masses in 2026, and
(3) Grow regular consultation and collaboration
among youth leaders.

We're all in the same waka! Come ready to share,
learn and be inspired alongside others who share
your passion for seeing young people encounter
Jesus. Free barista coffee on arrival! Lunch will be
provided. Be sure to register: https://
events.humanitix.com/youth-leaders-hui

Mass for Deceased Clergy: Wednesday
5" November 2025 11:00am at St Patrick’s
Catholic Church and Cemetery Panmure.
All parishioners from every parish are warmly
invited to attend the Annual Mass for Deceased
Clergy, as we gather to remember and pray for
those clergy who have passed away in the past
year.

Jubilee Bursary Semester 1, 2026 For Theology
and RE courses. Applications close Thurs, 27 Nov
2025 please contact: michellej@cda.org.nz

Celebration Mass | Sunday 7th December
4:30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral: Celebrate a
fantastic year of youth ministry at our end-of-year
Celebration Mass! This special event marks the

end of our year-long journey with the young

leaders of the Diocese of Auckland. We are
excited to celebrate the many ways they have
served in 2025. At this mass, we are excited to
present the Tu Kahikatea Awards. These awards
recognize young people who have made an
outstanding contribution in the Diocese. Bishop
Steve Lowe will celebrate the mass, present the
Awards, and give a special blessing to all our
youth and young adult ministry leaders. Young
leaders, make sure you don’t miss it! All are
welcome at this celebration! Bring your whanau,
your friends, and your wider faith community as we
mark the conclusion of an amazing year of
ministry.

Scholarship for Theological Study Bishop
Stephen Lowe, the Catholic Bishop of Auckland, is
pleased to call for applications for the Ruth Miller
Scholarship for theological study. This scholarship
will be available for those currently teaching or
intending to teach in a Catholic school who plan to
do one or more theology papers towards a
Bachelor of Theology degree in 2026. For further
information about this scholarship and to receive
an application form, please email:
scholarships@cda.org.nz. The closing date for
applications is 21st NOVEMBER 2025.

Nostra Aetate — Celebrating 60 Years of the
Church’s call to dialogue with people of all faiths.
The New Zealand Catholic Bishops’ Committee for
Interfaith Relations welcomes all who wish to join
us as we acknowledge Nostra Aetate, the Vatican
Il document promulgated on 28 October 1965, and
outline contemporary approaches to religious
dialogue in Aotearoa New Zealand Today.
When: Tuesday, 28 October 2025, 7-8pm Zoom
Link:_https://tinyurl.com/NA-NZ-2025

Join us for A Night at the Conclave with
Cardinal John Dew at St Mary’s College, 7.30pm,
Friday 21 November. Discover the mystery of the
Papal Conclave through Cardinal John’s unique
insights. All proceeds support the Cathedral of St
Patrick and St Joseph, our Mother Church. Details
& tickets: https://events.humanitix.com/conclave

Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College
enrolment for Bachelor Degree and Graduate
Diploma in Theology for Semester One 2026 will
run from September 22 — November 21, 2025.
Go to www.tekupenga.ac.nz/apply to enrol. You
can find the post for this on Facebook and

Instagram.
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