
GOSPEL SPIRITUALITY 
 

Preparing for Christ  
 “The Son of Man is coming at the time you least expect.” 

(Mt 24:44.)  
That is a frightening prospect. 
• What if Jesus comes when there are still nearly two and a half 
billion people living in countries where the annual per capita 
income is $400 or less? 

  • When there are still about 40,000 people dying every day from 
hunger? 

  • When a billion people, one fifth of the human race, still do not 
have decent housing? 

  • When there are still 20 million Latin American children sleeping 
in the street? 

  • When there are still hundreds of millions of people without basic 
medical care? 

  • When one out of every four human beings still has no access to 
safe drinking water? 

  • When we are still burning down rain forests, depleting the ozone 
layer that protects us from the sun, depositing black crude oil along 
the delicate shoreline of the world, sending noxious gasses into the 

atmosphere so they return to earth as acid rain and pollute lakes 
and streams, playing games with radioactive materials that will be 

around to torture us for centuries?.  Gerald Darring/ 
www.liturgy.slu.edu 

PRAYER THIS WEEK 

 

Therefore, stay awake! …  So too, you also must be     
prepared.  

 

Come, Father, of all, 
wake us up for the coming of his kingdom. 

 

Let us find him now, in the crimson-colored dusk, 
in his crescent moon and flying geese, 

see him in laughing children, and in brothers  
and sisters wherever we find them.  

 

Always awake, watching for him.  
with our hearts open wide, so we each and all  

can “greet him the days I meet him, and  
bless when I understand.”   

Amen 

1st Sunday of Advent Year A 

St Thomas More Parish, Glenfield, 30 November 2025 

Exploring the WORD 
 

Advent opens with a great promise: “In the days to come…” the 
hope of a people who need God. “...The master is coming” is also 

a promise, not a threat to breed fear, but to answer our cry. So 
Advent begins, not with thoughts of the past, with the coming of 
the Lord we celebrate at Christmas, but with the future, and the 

promise that He is coming back. We are encouraged to stay 
awake, and treat every day as the day the Lord will come; we do 

not do this out of fear for a Master who beats his servants, but out 
of love of a Master who always treats us with mercy.               

Nevertheless we must always be watchful, because we can grow 
sleepy and complacent, saying that we can leave this prayer or 

that confession or the other change in the way we live to         
tomorrow. Even as we look forward to the tomorrow of the Lord’s 

coming, we must remember that it might be today!  

CANOPY & CARPARK Fundraising INITIATIVE 
 

Donations Received thus far — $181,148.12  
 

Account Name:   ST THOMAS MORE GLENFIELD   
Account Number:   02-0108-0708668-003  
Reference :    Parishioner’s name and Pledge Number    

Thank you for your generosity!! 

Christmas Giving Tree 
2025 

 

All gifts and donations must be returned by  
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2025 

Your support is greatly appreciated.  Thank you 

SUNDAY 7 Dec Devonport 7pm 

TUESDAY 9 Dec Torbay 7pm 

WEDNESDAY 10 Dec Orewa 7pm 

THURSDAY 11 Dec Takapuna 7pm 

TUESDAY 16 Dec Northcote 7pm 

WEDNESDAY 17 Dec Glenfield 7pm 

FRIDAY 19 Dec Beach Haven 7pm 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/24:44


Isaiah 2:1-5 

Romans 13:11-14 

Matthew 24:37-44 

Monday 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Matthew 8:5-11 

Tuesday 

Isaiah 11:1-10  
Luke 10:21-24 

Wednesday 

Isaiah 25:6-10 

Matthew 15:29-37 

St Francis Xavier, P 

Thursday 

Isaiah 26:1-6 

Matthew 7:21,24-27 

Friday 

Isaiah 29:17-24 

Matthew 9:27-31 

Saturday 

Isaiah 30:19-26 

Matthew 9:35-10:1,6-8 

NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE 

 

Catholic Caring Foundation’s Christmas     
Appeal Give a gift to help families and people in 
need. Please support the Caring Foundation’s 
Christmas appeal through your donations and 
prayers.  Your donation will have double the     
impact! “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is 
the kingdom of God.”  Take home our newsletter, 
and donation card, or visit 
www.caringfoundation.org.nz or call (09) 360 3012.  
 

DECEMBER 2 WEBINAR – 50 Years of          
Proclaiming the Gospel: In December 1975, St 
Paul VI published his landmark apostolic         
exhortation, Evangelii Nuntiandi. It identified   
evangelisation as the task of all Christian people, 
not just clergy and religious, and noted that it    
required both word and authentic witness. Join 
Bishop John Adams of Palmerston North, Catholic 
Enquiry Centre director Carly Mulqueen and Te 
Kupenga – Catholic Theological College director 
Dr John Evangelista as they share their insights on 
the wisdom of the document and how it can be 
lived out in today's context. The event is live at 
7pm on Tuesday, December 2. Register at: https://
bit.ly/december2webinar   
 

SCRIPTURE FOCUS THIS ADVENT: You are 
invited to prepare for Sunday Mass by reading and 
reflecting on the Scripture we will hear that     
weekend. Marist priest Fr Frank Bird has for    
several years been helping people make those 
preparations through his Living the Word project. 
As the name suggests, Living the Word is an   
invitation for Catholics and others to allow the 
Word of God to shape their lives. You can      
download the resources, and access other rich 
content, at www.livingtheword.org.nz/pray  
 

Food For Faith for Advent 2025. Daily reflections 
for those seeking greater maturity of Christian 
Faith in preparation for Christmas. Sign up to  
receive daily emails during Advent at 
www.foodforfaith.org.nz. 
 

CATHOLIC KIWI PODCAST: Six episodes of the 
New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference’s new 
podcast series have now been released, sharing 
stories of faith, ministry and mission of Kiwis and 
visitors to our shores. Guests in the opening    
episodes include Carmelite Sister Lauren of the 
Cross, broadcaster and policy expert Tim Wilson 
and Wellington Archbishop Paul Martin SM. More 
episodes will be released before Christmas to 
complete season 1, with season 2 set for 2026. 
Search “Catholic Kiwi Podcast” on YouTube or 
Spotify now.   
 

Welcome everyone to a time of reflection on Pope 
Leo XIV’s recent Apostolic Exhortation to all of 
us on love for the poor, ‘Dilexi Te’.  Meet on Zoom, 
7 – 7.40pm, all Wednesdays in Advent, to simply 
read short passages from Pope Leo XIV’s       
message to all of us, and to ponder his words. 
‘Come and See’.  Contact Dianna Fouhy, Faith 
Formation Team, Auckland Diocese, to register: 
diannaf@cda.org.nz 

 

Advent – a season to prepare for the coming of 
Jesus. Take time to ponder His Word; to love him 
in the quiet of your heart.  Gospels 7pm Saturdays 
and Meditation daily 6.15am through Advent, on 
Zoom. Contact Dianna Fouhy, diannaf@cda.org.nz  
 

Celebration Mass | Sunday 7th December 
4:30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral:  Celebrate a 
fantastic year of youth ministry at our end-of-year 
Celebration Mass! This special event marks the 
end of our year-long journey with the young      
leaders of the Diocese of Auckland. We are     
excited to celebrate the many ways they have 
served in 2025.  At this mass, we are excited to 
present the Tu Kahikatea Awards. These awards 
recognize young people who have made an    
outstanding contribution in the Diocese. Bishop 
Steve Lowe will celebrate the mass, present the 
Awards, and give a special blessing to all our 
youth and young adult ministry leaders.  Young 
leaders, make sure you don’t miss it!  All are   
welcome at this celebration! Bring your whānau, 
your friends, and your wider faith community as we 
mark the conclusion of an amazing year of      
ministry. 

Please pray for our sick 
parishioners & their families 

    
Margaret & Alan Skinner,       

David McNeill, Anselmo Salazar, 
Gaye and Ciara Rhodes,     

Israel Nathan, Tamar Mathews, 
Mark Delaurier 

 

Contact the Parish office  
if you wish to add names 

office@stthomasmore.org.nz  

Please DO NOT double park in the main carpark and block 
access for drop-offs and emergency vehicles.    

Please DO NOT park along St Thomas More Lane - the 
residents are inconvenienced by the weekly congestion. 

Your  vehicle will be towed away. Thank you  

All welcome to share  
in a cuppa after the 10am 

Mass hosted by the  
 

Sione @ Waterlily 
Tolu’s family 

Community 

We pray for all those 
who have died 
recently and all 

those whose 
anniversaries occur 

at this time. 

On Saturday 7 March, 2026, New Zealanders 
will gather in Auckland City for the National March for 
Life. Participants will gather at Te Komititanga Square 

from 1pm, then at 2pm they will march up Queen Street 
to Aotea Square, where speeches and testimonies will be 
shared. Since 2017, March for Life has united people to 

stand for the most vulnerable. In New Zealand, more than 
half a million pre-born children have been lost to abortion, 
leaving many   parents with lasting grief. You are warmly 
invited to join this national event and be a witness for life, 

for families, and for love. For more info visit             
marchforlife.nz. For more pro-life information, visit 

voiceforlife.org.nz.  

PROLIFE 

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF  AUCKLAND 

 

Kids Corner:  https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-

content/uploads/2025/11/CELEBRATING-1st-SUNDAY-OF-

ADVENT.pdf  
Parents pondering:      VISITING DAY 

https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/
uploads/2025/11/VISITING-DAY.pdf 

CLARETIAN WORD 
MINISTRY 2026        

Bible Diary 

Your purchase supports 
the mission work in India, 

especially for the poor.  
Thank you for your    

support 
Available at $20 each. 

 

—-oOo—- 

Bringing the Word to Life - 
Daily Scripture Reflections 

2025/26 

$8 each 

 

—-oOo—- 

Daily Mass Calendars for sale 
after Mass—$5 each  

Prepare for Advent and Christmas at 
the St Joseph's Gift Shop. Come 

see us at our new location in Albany 
Village (Opposite Albany Toyota) or 

visit us online at www.stjosephscentre.co.nz 

 

Supplying quality Christian & Catholic products for every 
need 

253 Dairy Flat Highway, Albany, Auckland 0632 

09 489 5613  

The Parish Office will be CLOSED on       
MONDAY 1st & 8th December 2025.   

Diocesan Vacancy 

 

Ponsonby/Herne Bay parish is looking for enthusiastic 
and organised individuals to fill two admin roles: 

1. Parish Administrator - 15–20 hours per week -    
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings 

2. Finance Administrator - 5–8 hours per week -      
Flexible – work at a time that suits you 

If you have strong administrative skills and a heart for      
supporting parish life, please contact the parish at:          

office@phbcatholic.org.nz  

At Family Life Catholic Gifts, we have 
many lovely Christmas gifts as we begin 
the    Advent Season and move closer to 

the birth of our Saviour. 
 

We have a good variety of Nativities and other Christmas 
gifts.  In addition, we have a great new selection of Bibles 

and Books for both Children and Adults. 
 

All proceeds from sales, support our life-saving work       
defending Life, Faith and Family. 

 

Our last day of business for the year is 24th
 December,   

(9am-2pm). 

          Choir Practice                            
 

CHRISTMAS VIGIL CHOIR – Practices 
are on      MONDAYS 8th,, 15th and 22nd 

Dec at 7.30 pm 

 

CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT CHOIR –    
Practices are on TUESDAYS 16th and 23rd Dec at 7 pm 

 

It is critical to attend the first practice so everyone 
can be in sync with the group. 

 

For any information, please contact Sylvia Hartley                            
aldonsylvia@gmail.com 

First Friday Mass 

 

5 December 2025 

 

Divine Mercy Chaplet Novena 6.30pm   
Mass 7.00pm  
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