Exploring the WORD

As we approach the end of that part of Saint Luke’s Gospel before
the Passion narratives, and approach the end of the Church’s year,
our thoughts are turned towards the end of time and the Second
Coming of the Lord — this will led us into Advent in two weeks time.
Saint Luke’s message is very distinctive: the Lord will come, but
there is a lot to be lived through first. The coming of the Lord is not
going to be a “quick fix” — we will have to live through (and endure)
all the mess of human joy and suffering. The Lord is clear too that
we have to be aware of the personal cost of belonging to him —
think back to last week’s readings, and the stories of religious per-
secution from every place and every age, even to this day. Even as
this sounds gloomy and depressing, it is worth noting where the
Gospel passage starts — in the material beauty of the Temple —and
where it ends — something far more precious will be saved: our
lives.

PRAYER THIS WEEK

A man going on a journey called in his servants
and entrusted his possessions to them. .

Father, of the Universe,
you have entrusted this planet to us.
Now let us use all the talents
you have given us
to bring it to its
fullness.

No shirking.
No burying the talents.

Let each and every one of us do our part to
hear the cries of all who are in need.
Let us bring them healing,
and sow beauty in all
creation, and so
share in your
joy. Amen

GOSPEL SPIRITUALITY
What Is Entrusted Us

The Gospel parable is about a man entrusting his servants with
his property, and the point it makes concerns the need for
fidelity in caring for what belongs to the master. God our

master has left us with the earth, not to do with it what we want
but to care for it even as we live off of its abundant riches. God
created the land to support living things: What will happen
when God returns to find so much land strip-mined, strip-
cleared, eroded, and burdened with toxic waste? God created
the waters to support living things: What will happen when God
returns to find the oceans and rivers polluted with our garbage
and chemical by-products? God created the air to support living
things: What will happen when God returns to find smog and
holes in the ozone? God created plants and animals to live on
this wonderful earth and revel in its beauty: What will happen
when God returns to find so many of them driven to extinction
by our destructive practices? Gerald Darring/ www.liturgy.slu.edu

SOLEMNITY OF
CHRIST THE KING

23 November, 2025
LAST SUNDAY
OF THE LITURGICAL YEAR

EXPOSITION AND
ADORATION
of the Blessed Sacrament
Half an hour before each Mass

Saturday, 5:30pm Vigil Mass
Sunday, 8.00am Mass
Sunday, 10:00am Mass

Ethnic Food bring and share after 10am Mass on
23 November 2025

Trans-Tasman Fiji Chaplaincy Meeting - Fr Pio will be
attending a Trans-Tasman meeting from 24 - 29 November in
Australia. During this time there will be Liturgy of the Word with
Holy Communion

Saturday, 29 November:

Morning Mass & Confessions

Christmas Giving Tree 2025

Our Parish Annual Christmas
Giving Tree drive begins on the
weekend of NOVEMBER 8th.

If you would like to help, please
take a gift tag.

After purchasing the gift, return
and place them with its tag
attached under the Christmas Tree
at the back of the Church.

Your generous donations of gifts,
food items/vouchers and gift cards
will be distributed in the form of
Christmas Hampers to our
parishioners in need, St Vincent de
Paul and Little Sprouts Charitable
Trust.

All gifts and donations must be
returned by
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2025

Advent Recohohohon

TUESDAY 10 Dec Takapuna 7pm
WEDNESDAY 11 Dec Torbay 7pm
THURSDAY 12 Dec Northcote 7pm
FRIDAY 13 Dec Orewa 7pm
TUESDAY 17 Dec Glenfield 7pm
FRIDAY 20 Dec Beach Haven 7pm
Parish Safeguarding

All St Thomas More volunteers who have not
completed mandatory Safeguarding training within the past three
years are reminded to attend the upcoming online Safeguarding
workshop. The session is scheduled for Thursday,

20 November 2025 at 7 pm on Microsoft Teams. To |
register, please email your Safeguarding contact, Vidya, @
at safeguarding@stthomasmore.org.nz.

CANOPY & CARPARK FUNDRAISING INITIATIVE
Donations Received thus far — $178,358.12

ST THOMAS MORE GLENFIELD
02-0108-0708668-003
Parishioner’s name and Pledge Number

Account Name:
Account Number:
Reference :

Thank you for your generosity!!



https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/25?14

THE WORD OF GOD

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Malachi 3:19-20
2 Thessalonians3:7-12
Luke 21:5-19
Monday
1 Macabees 1:10-15.41-
43.54-57.62-64
Luke 18:35-43
St Elizabeth of Hungary, religious

Tuesday
2 Macabees 6:18-31

Luke 19:1-10
Wednesday
2 Macabees 7:1,20-31
Luke 19:11-28
Thursday
2 Macabees 2:15-29
Luke 19:41-44
Friday
1 Macabees 4:36-37.52-59
Luke 19:45-48
Presentation of Mary
Saturday
1 Macabees 6:1-13

Luke 20:27-40
St Cecilia, V.M

© . TeHuingaongaPihopa =~ WORLD DAY OF THE
~  Katorika o Aotearoa POOR
New Zealand Catholic Bishaps Conference The bishops of New

Zealand have written a
pastoral letter to the Catholic community that is being
read at all Masses this weekend. The letter coincides with
the Church's commemoration of World Day of the Poor. It
invites each person to consider how they can listen and
respond to those who are in need. It offers some practical
ways to live out the Christian imperative of charity, and
especially in helping Catholic agencies committed to
supported those who are in need. The letter can be
accessed at: https://catholic.org.nz/resources/

All welcome to share
in a cuppa after the 10am
Mass hosted by the

B Filipino
Kﬂ Community

Necri o Parish Morning Tea
%42 %2 For our November Gathering we are
going to Café Vero, Unsworth Heights for Morning
Tea/Brunch after Morning Mass on Tuesday, 18th
November 2025.

For more details please contact Elizabeth Auger
021 201 8914

—-000—-
s 3 Please support our
w ‘ CRAFT GIFTS AND BAKING SALE
B at Sunday Masses Nov 16th

Items include Framed Cross Stitch, Crocheted Hats,
Cosy Knitted Slippers, Kitchen Hand Towels, Small
Christmas Gift Bags, Aprons, Shortbread,
Coconut Slice, Chocolate Brownie, Christmas .
Gingerbread, Macaroons, Special Delicacies, and ,_;s*}%
MUCH More! S

CLARETIAN WORD
MINISTRY 2026
Bible Diary
Your purchase supports
the mission work in India,
especially for the poor. Thank
you for your support
Available at $20 each.

—-000—-
N Bringing the Word to Life -
| Daily Scripture Reflections
2025/26
$8 each
—-000—-
SVDP Christmas
Cards for sale after
Mass—$5 per pack

Sacramental Programme 2026
Enrolment Forms are available at the church
foyer.

Submit completed Form together with a copy of the
the child’s Baptismal Certificate to the Parish
Office.

Confirmation date is 14 June 2026
First Holy Communion is 21 June 2026

We pray for all those
who have died
recently and all

those whose
anniversaries occur
at this time.

e{:;

THE SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL
COLLECTION
The collection box is available after all masses
but you can also make a donation here:
St Vincent de Paul-Glenfield - ASB 12-3008-0043519-00

If you require a donation receipt for your St Vincent De
Paul donation please email the parish office on
office@stthomasmore.org.nz

Thank you for your generosity.

Please pray for our sick
parishioners & their families

Margaret & Alan Skinner,
David McNeill, Anselmo Salazar,
Gaye and Ciara Rhodes,
Israel Nathan, Tamar Mathews,
Mark Delaurier

Contact the Parish office
if you wish to add names
office@stthomasmore.org.nz

Please contact the Parish Office on
09 444 8624 | office@stthomasmore.org.nz

AL if you would like to
L‘!g ADVERTISE ON OUR PARISH
PERR ) NEWSLETTER
< g—w=m  Cost for advertisement : $345 incl GST for
T e the year
- | BE=9 9 spaces remaining

Kid's Korner

ERyEsE

Mary MacKillop Centre

% Sisters of Saint Joseph
o — Firstly, our regular Taizé prayer evening
O tomin, B torns will take place on Friday evening,
December 5. This will be followed by a
cuppa and a chance to catch up with friends, old and new.

Our last reflection day for the year entitled ‘Waiting in
Wonder’ will give participants the chance to experience
stillness, peace and light as we prepare for the joys and
blessings of Christmas. This day will happen on Saturday,
6™ December from 10am — 2pm in the meeting room of
our Admin Centre. Please see the flyer for more details.

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND

Kids Corner: https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-
content/uploads/2025/10/Celebrating-The-THIRTY-THIRD-
SUNDAY-in-OT.pdf

Parents pondering: The U in JesUs

https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/
uploads/2025/10/THE-U-in-JesUS.pdf

NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE

Last opportunity to join us for A Night at the
Conclave with Cardinal John Dew for a rare
glimpse into one of the most secretive and
fascinating moments in the life of the Church. On
at St Mary’s College, 7.30pm, Friday 21
November. Tickets: https:/
events.humanitix.com/conclave

Welcome everyone to a time of reflection on Pope
Leo XIV’s recent Apostolic Exhortation to all of
us on love for the poor, ‘Dilexi Te’'.

Meet on Zoom, 7 — 7.40pm, three Wednesdays -
12th, 19th and 26th November, to simply read
short passages from Pope Leo XIV’s message to
all of us, and to ponder his words.

‘Come and See’. Contact Dianna Fouhy, Faith
Formation Team, Auckland Diocese, to register:
diannaf@cda.org.nz

St Michael’s Parish Advent Retreat 2025: This
one-day retreat offers us the opportunity to enrich
our journey through Advent; deepening our
understanding and exploring the mysteries of this
sacred season with an emphasis on the themes of
hope & faith, peace, joy & love. When: Saturday
29 November 9:00am — 2:15pm. Where: St
Mary MacKillop Hall (St Michael’s School Hall)
Morning tea and a light lunch is provided. Koha
appreciated. To register go to https://
www.remueracatholic.org.nz/advent-retreat-25

We are presenting ‘Wings’ now in local areas
around Auckland. Those parishes in East
Auckland are encouraged to join with the Wings
Group meeting at St Mark’s Parish, Pakuranga,
22" November, 10:00am - 12:00pm. It’s not too
late to join. In Central Auckland an introduction to
Wings.Nga Parirau will be held at Good Shepherd,
Balmoral, Telford Ave, Mt Eden: Saturday 29™
November 10:00am - 12:00pm

Jubilee Bursary Semester 1, 2026 For Theology
and RE courses. Applications close Thurs, 27 Nov
2025 please contact: michellej@cda.org.nz

Celebration Mass | Sunday 7th December
4:30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral: Celebrate a
fantastic year of youth ministry at our end-of-year
Celebration Mass! This special event marks the

end of our year-long journey with the young

leaders of the Diocese of Auckland. We are
excited to celebrate the many ways they have
served in 2025. At this mass, we are excited to
present the Tu Kahikatea Awards. These awards
recognize young people who have made an
outstanding contribution in the Diocese. Bishop
Steve Lowe will celebrate the mass, present the
Awards, and give a special blessing to all our
youth and young adult ministry leaders. Young
leaders, make sure you don’t miss it! All are
welcome at this celebration! Bring your whanau,
your friends, and your wider faith community as we
mark the conclusion of an amazing year of
ministry.

Scholarship for Theological Study Bishop
Steve, is pleased to call for applications for
the Ruth Miller Scholarship for theological

study. This scholarship will be available for those
currently teaching or intending to teach in a
Catholic school who plan to do one or more

theology papers towards a Bachelor of Theology

degree in 2026. For further information about this

scholarship and to receive an application form,

please email: scholarships@cda.org.nz. The

closing date for applications is 21st NOVEMBER

2025.

Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College
enrolment for Bachelor Degree and Graduate
Diploma in Theology for Semester One 2026 will
run from September 22 — November 21, 2025.
Go to www.tekupenga.ac.nz/apply to enrol. You
can find the post for this on Facebook and

Instagram.

Please DO NOT double park in the main carpark
and block access for drop-offs and emergency
vehicles. Also please DO NOT park along St
Thomas More Lane - the residents are inconven-
ienced by the weekly congestion. Your vehicle
will be towed away. Thank you
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