
GOSPEL SPIRITUALITY 
 

An Upside-Down Kingdom  
Today’s liturgy presents us with two perspectives on Christ the 

King. The first is Jesus Christ, the King of the universe, Christ, the 
King of all creation, “he who is the beginning, the first-born of the 

dead, so that primacy may be his in everything” (Col 1:18). The 
other perspective on Jesus is the one inscribed over his head as he 
hung on the cross: This is the King of the Jews.  Jesus is King of the 
Jews. Who were, and are, the Jews? They were the slaves of Egypt. 
They were the captives of Babylon. They were the despised people 
on the fringe of the Roman Empire. Down the centuries, they have 

been the landless outcasts of Christian Europe. In our own time, 
they were the declared enemy of the “master race,” which 

hounded, tortured, and brutally killed them. And Jesus is their King!  
Christ the King rules from a throne made to execute criminals. His 
Kingdom is a place of death outside the city. His subjects are the 
poor and outcast, the rejected of this world. In this upside-down 
Kingdom, it is not the executor but the executed who will be with 

Christ in paradise.  Gerald Darring/ www.liturgy.slu.edu 

PRAYER THIS WEEK 

 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your     
kingdom.  

 

Christ, 
with your last breath 

you cared for the lost and lonely. 
 

Please 

remember us. 
Call all of us to mind, 

each and every one of us, 
when you come into your kingdom! 

We entrust ourselves, with Dismas, to you, 
to your infinite love and mercy, and 

like him, we ask simply: 
remember 
us.  Amen 

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ Kind of the Universe Year C 

St Thomas More Parish, Glenfield, 23 November 2025 

SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING 

 

23 November, 2025 

LAST SUNDAY OF THE LITURGICAL YEAR   
 

EXPOSITION AND ADORATION  
of the Blessed Sacrament 

Half an hour before each Mass 

Exploring the WORD 
 

The year of Saint Luke ends with a characteristic take on the feast 
of Christ the King: in Luke’s gospel we are so familiar with seeing 

and hearing the voiceless, the rejected, those whom  society puts in 
second place: how suitable, then, that on the feast of the King of all 

Creation we see him at his most vulnerable – on the cross, with 
only an abrupt inscription to announce that he is the King. He is 

King because of the work he has done, which is described by Saint 
Paul in the Second Reading: “all things [are] reconciled through him 

and for him … when he made peace by his death on the cross.” 
Next week, when we re-enter Advent and a new Liturgical Year, we 

will be thinking of the King who will come again: though he will 
come as his disciples saw him go at the Ascension, the marks of the 

cross will still be visible for all time, to remind us of the one who 
came to reunite all Creation, especially frail human creatures.  

CANOPY & CARPARK Fundraising INITIATIVE 
 

Donations Received thus far — $180,707.12  
 

Account Name:   ST THOMAS MORE GLENFIELD   
Account Number:   02-0108-0708668-003  
Reference :    Parishioner’s name and Pledge Number    

Thank you for your generosity!! 

Joshua Catholic Mens' Fellowship 

 

**  An Invitation to all men, their wives/partners 
and parishioners !! ** 

  

You are invited to the last meeting for 2025 of the North Shore    
Joshua on Wed 26 November.  

 

Our speaker at the meeting is Fr Glen Lowe, chaplain of Joshua 
Auckland. Soon we will start our Advent season and Fr Glen’s talk will 

help us to focus on -  " The Season of Advent: Preparing to      
Welcome Jesus".   

 

Please join us at St Thomas More Church, 336 Wairau Rd, Glenfield, 
starting 7pm onwards for supper and fellowship. The meeting formally 

starts at 7.30pm followed by Praise and Worship led by Jeffery    
Nathan, then the Talk by Father Fr. Glen.  We will conclude with Mike 
Lobo (Joshua Auckland leader) commissioning our new North Shore 

Team leaders with a blessing from Father. We expect to close by 
9pm.  

 

 This is one NOT TO BE MISSED .. so we look forward to seeing 
you. Bring along a friend !  

 

 (NOTE: There is no North Shore meeting in December; we    
resume on Wed 28 January 2026) 

 

If you need more info please contact Jerome Hardy on               
(027) 2334380. 

Christmas Giving Tree 
2025 

 

Please remember to return the gift/food parcel 
with its tag attached under the Christmas Tree 

at the back of the Church.   
 

All gifts and donations must be returned by  
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2025 

TUESDAY 10 Dec Takapuna 7pm 

WEDNESDAY 11 Dec Torbay 7pm 

THURSDAY 12 Dec Northcote 7pm 

FRIDAY  13 Dec Orewa 7pm 

WEDNESDAY 17 Dec Glenfield 7pm 

FRIDAY 20 Dec Beach Haven 7pm 

Ethnic Food bring and share after 10am Mass on             
23 November 2025 

          Choir Practice                            
 

CHRISTMAS VIGIL CHOIR – Practices are on MONDAYS 
1st, 8th, and 15th Dec at 7.30 pm 

 

CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT CHOIR – Practices are on 
TUESDAYS 16th and 23rd Dec at 7 pm 

 

It is critical to attend the first practice so everyone can be in 
sync with the group. 

 

For any information, please contact Sylvia Hartley                            
aldonsylvia@gmail.com 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/colossians/1?18
mailto:aldonsylvia@gmail.com


2 Samuel 5:1-3 

Colossians 1:11-20 

Luke 23:35-43 

Monday 

Daniel 1:1-6.8-20 

Luke 21:1-4 

Tuesday 

Daniel 2:31-45  
Luke 21:5-11 

Wednesday 

Daniel 5:1-6.13-14.16-17.23-

28 

Luke 21:12-19 

Thursday 

Daniel 6:12-28 

Luke 21:20-28 

Friday 

Daniel 7:2-14 

Luke 21:29-33 

Saturday 

7:15-27 

Luke 21:34-36 

NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE 

 

CATHOLIC KIWI PODCAST: Six episodes of 
the New Zealand Catholic Bishops              

Conference’s new podcast series have now 
been released, sharing stories of faith, ministry 
and mission of Kiwis and visitors to our shores. 

Guests in the opening episodes include       
Carmelite Sister Lauren of the Cross,        

broadcaster and policy expert Tim Wilson and 
Wellington Archbishop Paul Martin SM. More 
episodes will be released before Christmas to 

complete season 1, with season 2 set for 2026. 
Search “Catholic Kiwi Podcast” on YouTube or 

Spotify now.   
 

Te Kupenga Catholic Theological             
College:  As we draw near the end of the    

Jubilee Year in January 2026, Te Kupenga 
Catholic Theological College is offering its last 

webinar for the year “Reflections on Jubilee 
2025-Pilgrims of Hope” with Fadi Yalda,      

Lecturer in Biblical Studies. This webinar is on 
Wednesday, 26 November 5:00-6:00pm via 

Zoom. Fee is $20. To register, go to 
www.tekupenga.ac.nz/webinar2025 .   

 

Welcome everyone to a time of reflection on 
Pope Leo XIV’s recent Apostolic Exhortation 
to all of us on love for the poor, ‘Dilexi Te’. Meet 

on Zoom, 7 – 7.40pm, three Wednesdays - 
12th, 19th and 26th November, to simply read 
short passages from Pope Leo XIV’s message 

to all of us, and to ponder his words. ‘Come and 
See’.  Contact Dianna Fouhy, Faith Formation 

Team, Auckland Diocese, to register:            
diannaf@cda.org.nz 

 

St Michael’s Parish Advent Retreat 
2025:  This one-day retreat offers us the     
opportunity to enrich our journey through     

Advent; deepening our understanding and   
exploring the mysteries of this sacred season 

with an emphasis on the themes of hope & 
faith, peace, joy & love. When: Saturday 29 
November 9:00am – 2:15pm.  Where: St 

Mary MacKillop Hall (St Michael’s School 
Hall) Morning tea and a light lunch is           

provided.  Koha appreciated. To register go to 
https://www.remueracatholic.org.nz/advent-

retreat-25  
 

We are presenting ‘Wings’ now in local   
areas around Auckland. Those parishes in East 
and Central Auckland are encouraged to join 

with the Wings Group meeting at: 
Central Auckland: an introduction to 

Wings.Nga Parirau will be held at Good     
Shepherd, Balmoral, Telford Ave, Mt Eden: 

Saturday 29th November 10:00am - 12:00pm  
Central East Auckland: an introduction to 

Wings.Nga Parirau will be held at Our lady of 
the Sacred Heart, 19 Banff Ave, Epsom.      
Saturday 6th December 9.30 – 11.30am  

 

Jubilee Bursary Semester 1, 2026 For       
Theology and RE courses.  Applications 

close Thurs, 27 Nov 2025 please contact: 
michellej@cda.org.nz  

 

Celebration Mass | Sunday 7th December 
4:30pm at St Patrick’s Cathedral: Celebrate a 

fantastic year of youth ministry at our            
end-of-year Celebration Mass! This special 

event marks the end of our year-long journey 
with the young leaders of the Diocese of    

Auckland. We are excited to celebrate the many 
ways they have served in 2025.  At this mass, 

we are excited to present the Tu Kahikatea 
Awards. These awards recognize young people 
who have made an outstanding contribution in 
the Diocese. Bishop Steve Lowe will celebrate 

the mass, present the Awards, and give a   
special blessing to all our youth and young adult 
ministry leaders. Young leaders, make sure you 

don’t miss it!  All are welcome at this            
celebration! Bring your whānau, your friends, 

and your wider faith community as we mark the 
conclusion of an amazing year of ministry. 

Please pray for our sick 
parishioners & their families 

    
Margaret & Alan Skinner,       

David McNeill, Anselmo Salazar, 
Gaye and Ciara Rhodes,     

Israel Nathan, Tamar Mathews, 
Mark Delaurier 

 

Contact the Parish office  
if you wish to add names 

office@stthomasmore.org.nz  

Please DO NOT double park in the main carpark and block 
access for drop-offs and emergency vehicles.    

Please DO NOT park along St Thomas More Lane - the 
residents are inconvenienced by the weekly congestion. 

Your  vehicle will be towed away. Thank you  

Tabernacles - where to place them? with Prof.em. Thomas 
O'Loughlin 

Monday, 01 December 2025, 7-8.30pm (Zoom) 
www.studyjoy.nz/2025/11/06/tabernacles-where-to-place-

them/ 
Interview on Meditation for Self-Improvement.  with 
Zacharia Miller 
www.studyjoy.nz/2025/11/19/meditation-muffin-talk-with-

zacharia-miller/ 
For more information: www.studyjoy.nz  

All welcome to share  
in a cuppa after the 10am 

Mass hosted by the  
 

Indian 

Community 

We pray for all those 
who have died 
recently and all 

those whose 
anniversaries occur 

at this time. 

One of the many problems with assisted suicide 
and euthanasia is avoiding the proverbial 

“slippery slope”. That is where the grounds for access to 
doctor-assisted death become wider and ever wider. Initially, 

“safeguards” are implemented, supposedly to prevent    
abuses. These socalled “safeguards” lull voters and MPs into 
thinking that administration of death can be safely controlled. 

However, after a while, there are calls to widen access to 
euthanasia and assisted suicide, and the language changes 
so that the “safeguards” are now deemed to be “obstacles” 
that need to be removed in the name of compassion. This is 
essentially what is happening with a member’s bill introduced 

by ACT MP Todd Stephenson. For more pro-life            
information, visit www.voiceforlife.org.nz.  

PROLIFE 

“Let this Christmas, be the reason    
someone feels at home.” 

 

De Paul House will be supporting over 330      
children and 242 adults and seniors. 

 

Any help with our Christmas Appeal for gifts/toys/gift  
vouchers or food would be most appreciated.  Help us bring 

the joy of Christmas and the hope of the season to those 
most vulnerable in our society, homeless and   financially 

poor.  
 

See the poster displayed on the noticeboard for all the details 
of what and how to donate. 

 

May you and your family be blessed with the joy, peace and 
hope of Christmas. 

 

De Paul House 92 Onewa Road, Northcote.  Ph 4805959 

admin@depaulhouse.org.nz’  

Eftpos is available every 4th Sunday of the 
month for SVDP collection. We thank you for 

your generous contribution. 
 

St Vincent de Paul are looking for volunteers to help in 
their shops.   

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF  AUCKLAND 

 

Kids Corner:  https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-

content/uploads/2025/10/Celebrating-CHRIST-the-KING.pdf 
Parents pondering:      Malachi 3:3 

https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/
uploads/2025/10/MALACHI-3.3.pdf 

CLARETIAN WORD 
MINISTRY 2026        

Bible Diary 

Your purchase supports 
the mission work in India, 

especially for the poor.  
Thank you for your sup-

port 
Available at $20 each. 

—-oOo—- 

Bringing the Word to Life - 
Daily Scripture Reflections 

2025/26 

$8 each 

—-oOo—- 

SVDP Christmas 
Cards for sale after 
Mass—$5 per pack  

Prepare for Advent and Christmas at the St Joseph's Gift 
Shop. Come see us at our new location in Albany Village 

(Opposite Albany Toyota) or visit us online at 
www.stjosephscentre.co.nz 

 

Supplying quality Christian & Catholic products for every 
need 

253 Dairy Flat Highway, Albany,          
Auckland 0632 

09 489 5613  

Trans-Tasman Fiji Chaplaincy Meeting - Fr Pio will 
be attending a Trans-Tasman meeting from 24 - 29 

November in Australia.  During this time there will be 
Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion 

 

Saturday, 29 November:  Morning Mass &           
Confessions 

The Parish Office will be CLOSED on   
MONDAY 24 November, 1st & 8th           

December 2025.   
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mailto:diannaf@cda.org.nz
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