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StThomas More Parish, Glenfield, 7 DeéembeﬁOZS

Exploring the WORD

Throughout the first three weeks of Advent our focus is very clearly on
the End of Time, and the Second Coming of the Lord - not on the run up
to Christmas (that only comes in the last week). If we view Advent as a
Season preparing for Christmas these readings will make little sense -
and neither will the figure of John the Baptist who appears today: if it
was about the preparation for Christmas, then John the Baptist,
preaching after Jesus was born, becomes a confusing figure: his role is
to preach to us, as he did of old, and to prepare us for the (second)
coming of the Lord. Today we have an unequivocal and very graphic
reference to the end of time and the Second Coming in the reading
from Saint Peter; it is a frightening picture that he paints, and so the
first reading offers tender words of comfort to help us understand who
is coming, and why we should be ready to meet him. The Gospel
focuses on the great Advent prophet, John the Baptist, with his
message of preparation - we are invited to get ourselves ready, making
a way for the Lord.

Advent Reconciliation

SUNDAY 7 Dec Devonport 7pm
TUESDAY 9 Dec Torbay 7pm
WEDNESDAY 10 Dec Orewa 7pm
THURSDAY 11 Dec Takapuna 7pm
TUESDAY 16 Dec Northcote 7pm

WEDNESDAY 17 Dec
FRIDAY 19 Dec

Glenfield 7pm

Beach Haven 7pm

PRAYER THIS WEEK

“[The Baptist] will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire.”

John cried out in the desert,
prepare! Prepare! Reshape your life!
Change your mind, change your heart!
The one is coming who is the very Spirit of God!

Christ, we want to have all these.
Talk to our hearts.
Set us on fire with flames
that are your Spirit. Amen

GOSPEL SPIRITUALITY

Root Causes
Today’s Gospel shows John the Baptist clashing with the Jewish
religious authorities. We are told that the Pharisees and
Sadducees were stepping forward to be baptized by John.
These people “did not believe him” (Mt 21:32), but they came
forward anyway, boasting of the claim that “Abraham is our
father.” John recognized them for what they were, people of
privilege. Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance,”
he told them (Mt 3:8). He did not object to their coming
forward; he objected to their lack of concern for real change in
society. In his brief discourse to the Pharisees and Sadducees,
John described the action that was taking place: “Even now the
ax is laid to the root of the tree (Mt 3:10).” Every tree that is not
fruitful will be cut down and thrown into the fire. John’s
message was about justice, about social change. He challenged
the people of Israel to get down to the root causes of problems,
to uproot unfruitful trees. The changes that are called for in
Advent are fundamental and far-reaching; they are structural. In
this new church year, we are challenged to work for a better
society, different from the one we now have. Gerald Darring/
www.liturgy.slu.edu
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St Thomas M(;re Parish

Daily Mass at 6am starting
Tuesday 16 December 2025
= .
Simbang Gabi (Misa de Gallo) is a Filipino Advent Tradition
introduced by the Spanish Friars to allow the farmers to hear
mass before going to the fields early in the morning.
It is a series of nine dawn masses in anticipation of
Christmas and to honour the Blessed Mother.
Simbang Gabi prepares our hearts for Christmas while
honouring Mary, who awaits the birth of Jesus with joyful

faith. r
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PARISH SENIOR’S GROUP
Tuesday December 16
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All are invited to a Christmas Gathering in the Parish Hall after
9.15 morning Mass. Hosted by your Parish Seniors.
Join us for Carol singing and entertainment.
Bring a small plate of Christmas treats for morning tea, and a
wrapped gift for Secret Santa (no more than
$10).

For more information contact
Elizabeth Auger on 021 201 8914

Account Name:
Account Number:
Reference :

CANOPY & CARPARK FUNDRAISING INITIATIVE
Donations Received thus far — $182,417.02

ST THOMAS MORE GLENFIELD
02-0108-0708668-003
Parishioner’s name and Pledge Number

Thank you for your generosity!!



http://www.usccb.org/bible/mt/21:32#48021033
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/3:8
http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/3:10

THE WORD OF GOD

2nd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10
Romans 15:4-9
Matthew 3:1-12
Monday
Genesis 3:9-15,20
Ephesians 1:3-6,11-12
Luke 1:26-38
Immaculate Conception BVM
Tuesday
Isaiah 40:1-11
Matthew 18:12-14
Wednesday
Isaiah 40:25-31
Matthew 11:28-30
Thursday
Isaiah 41:13-20
Matthew 11:11-15
Friday
Isaiah 48:17-19
Matthew 11:16-19
Saturday
Ecclesiasticus 48:1-4,9-11
Matthew 17:10-13
St Lucy, V.M

Choir Practice

CHRISTMAS VIGIL CHOIR - Practices
. are on MONDAYS 8™, 15" and 22nd Dec
X" ™ at 7.30 pm

CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT CHOIR — Practices are on
TUESDAYS 16" and 23™ Dec at 7 pm

It is critical to attend the first practice so everyone
can be in sync with the group.

For any information, please contact Sylvia Hartley

aldonsylvia@gmail.com

MONDAY 8th December 2025.

All welcome to share
in a cuppa after the 10am
Mass hosted by the

South African
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The Parish Office will be CLOSED on
Catholic Diocese of Auckland +
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If this happens, it's OK to tell someone you trust

Grateful thanks to Archdiscase of B, fos sharing resowrces

CLARETIAN WORD
MINISTRY 2026
Bible Diary
Your purchase supports
the mission work in India,
especially for the poor.
Thank you for your

support
Available at $20 each.

—-000—-
=4 Bringing the Word to Life -
| Daily Scripture Reflections
2025/26
$8 each

—-000—-
Daily Mass Calendars for sale
after Mass—$5 each

“Make your Christmas meaningful!

Discover faith-filled gifts for every age at
Saintly Gift Shop - from rosary bracelets,
colouring books, Saint plush toys, Catholic
games, and many more. Share your faith,
give a gift. Shop now at www.saintlygift.com.”

SAINTLY

We pray for all those
who have died
recently and all

those whose
anniversaries occur
at this time.

ZTITIPOUNAMU Seudy & foy

Tabernacles - where to place them? with Prof.em. Thomas
O'Loughlin

The recording of the online presentation is now online at:
www.studyjoy.nz/2025/12/03/tabernacles-in-the-catholic-
church/

Interview on Advent Readings. Snippet from a broadcast
with the late Kieran Fenn fms
www.studyjoy.nz/2025/09/03/kieran-fenn-fms-snippets-from-

Please pray for our sick
parishioners & their families

Margaret & Alan Skinner,
David McNeill, Anselmo Salazar,
Gaye and Ciara Rhodes,
Israel Nathan, Tamar Mathews,
Mark Delaurier

Contact the Parish office
if you wish to add names
office@stthomasmore.org.nz

muffin-talks/
For more information: www.studyjoy.nz
When making your pro-life views known to a
Member of Parliament, start by identifying your
local MP. Every voter has an electorate MP, and sometimes
a List MP may also live in or represent the area. Contact
details are on Party websites— National, Labour, NZ First,
ACT, Greens. Most email addresses follow the format
firstname.lastname@parliament.govt.nz. Address the MP by
name, not “Dear MP.” State clearly that you are a constituent
and, if possible, name your electorate. Stress that the issue is
important to you and influences your vote. MPs are busy, so
get to the key points quickly, then elaborate briefly. Keep it
concise, ideally one or two short paragraphs. Write firmly but
politely, and if willing, say you’d welcome meeting them. End
by emphasising this matter is very important to you as a
voter. For more pro-life information, visit voicefor-
life.org.nz.

Kid's Korner

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND
Kids Corner: https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-
content/uploads/2025/11/CELEBRATING-2nd-SUNDAY-OF-
ADVENT-1.pdf
Parents pondering: THE BEST IS YET TO COME

https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/
uploads/2025/11/The-Best-is-Yet-To-Come.pdf

Please DO NOT double park in the main carpark and block
access for drop-offs and emergency vehicles.

Please DO NOT park along St Thomas More Lane - the
residents are inconvenienced by the weekly congestion.

Your vehicle will be towed away. Thank you

NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE

Bishop Steve invites everyone to celebrate the
Closing Mass of the Year of Jubilee. 4 January
2026 at the Cathedral of St Patrick and St Joseph.
All welcome.

Mission Hub — Reconnecting with the
Disconnected. This Advent we are invited to
extend the Father’s welcoming heart toward those
who may feel distant or disconnected from parish
life. Our next Mission Hub Online gathering will
focus on practical, gentle ways to intentionally
invite and authentically reconnect. We will share a
time of prayer, be inspired by others on mission,
and explore our own context and response in small
groups with others across Aotearoa New Zealand.
Monday 8 December 2025 7.00-8.30pm (NZ time)
Online via Zoom. Prayer, inspiring content,
discussion. Everyone is invited to register here:
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
ytoPYVtFQUyduht z6I9Eg

Catholic Caring Foundation’s Christmas
Appeal Give a gift to help families and people in
need. Please support the Caring Foundation’s
Christmas appeal through your donations and
prayers. Your donation will have double the
impact! “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is
the kingdom of God.” Take home our newsletter,
and donation card, or visit
www.caringfoundation.org.nz or call (09) 360 3012.

SCRIPTURE FOCUS THIS ADVENT: You are
invited to prepare for Sunday Mass by reading and
reflecting on the Scripture we will hear that
weekend. Marist priest Fr Frank Bird has for
several years been helping people make those
preparations through his Living the Word project.
As the name suggests, Living the Word is an
invitation for Catholics and others to allow the
Word of God to shape their lives. You can
download the resources, and access other rich
content, at www.livingtheword.org.nz/pray

CATHOLIC KIWI PODCAST: Six episodes of the
New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference’s new
podcast series have now been released, sharing
stories of faith, ministry and mission of Kiwis and
visitors to our shores. Guests in the opening
episodes include Carmelite Sister Lauren of the
Cross, broadcaster and policy expert Tim Wilson
and Wellington Archbishop Paul Martin SM. More
episodes will be released before Christmas to
complete season 1, with season 2 set for 2026.
Search “Catholic Kiwi Podcast” on YouTube or
Spotify now.

Welcome everyone to a time of reflection on Pope
Leo XIV’s recent Apostolic Exhortation to all of
us on love for the poor, ‘Dilexi Te’. Meet on Zoom,
7 —7.40pm, all Wednesdays in Advent, to simply
read short passages from Pope Leo XIV’s
message to all of us, and to ponder his words.
‘Come and See’. Contact Dianna Fouhy, Faith
Formation Team, Auckland Diocese, to register:

diannaf@cda.org.nz

Advent — a season to prepare for the coming of
Jesus. Take time to ponder His Word; to love him
in the quiet of your heart. Gospels 7pm Saturdays
and Meditation daily 6.15am through Advent, on
Zoom. Contact Dianna Fouhy, diannaf@cda.org.nz

Property Officer — St Patrick’s & St Joseph
Cathedral, Auckland. The Cathedral is looking
for a part time (10 hours per week) Property
Officer, responsible for maintaining the Cathedral
buildings and grounds to a high standard of safety
and cleanliness. Duties include property
inspections, managing contractors, minor repairs,
and ensuring security systems and compliance
requirements are met. What we’re looking for:
Trades background and practical maintenance
experience; Self-motivated, organised, and able to
work independently. Applicants for this position
must have NZ residency or a valid NZ work

permit. Applications close 19 December 2025. To
view the full advert, position description and how to
apply, please visit the Diocesan website
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz Diocesan Services,
Staff Vacancies.
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