Advent Reconciliation

Exploring the WORD

In many ways the readings this Sunday are simply a continuation of last
week — Isaiah gives us more details about the work of the Messiah, and
Paul invites us to continue to be patient until the Lord’s Coming. What
is slightly different is the voice of John the Baptist this week: last week
in Matthew 3 he was proclaiming with utter confidence that “someone
is coming”. Now, in Matthew 11, he asks Jesus from prison: “Is it you?”
For us, as we listen to these scriptures, we are being offered something
very particular — the prophecies of Isaiah (and indeed the prophet John
the Baptist) are pinned down firmly and securely in the person of Jesus,
Son of Mary —in fact, Jesus himself, in his reply to John says as much: “I
am the Messiah that Isaiah prophesied.” Again we are invited to hold
the images of the prophecies in our minds until Christmas, when we
can look on the child in the manger and say “We know who this is: it is
the promised Messiah — God who comes to save us!”

TUESDAY 16 Dec Northcote 7pm
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FRIDAY 19 Dec Beach Haven 7pm
* Rite of Acceptance into the Order of
Catechumenate — At the 10.00am Mass the

RC IA parish officially welcomes adults and children who
have completed the Period of pre-catechumenate.
They now assemble to declare their intention to

A Journey In Faith

continue their journey into the Order of Catechumens. The church

embraces them as her own assured of the faith communities
prayerful support for them.

We witness in the rite the candidates First Acceptance of the
Gospel, Affirmation by the sponsors and the assembly, followed
by Signing of the senses with the cross.

Please welcome them in our midst, encourage and support them
through prayer and fellowship as they prepare for the sacraments
of initiation - Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist at the Easter
Vigil Mass on 4™ April 2026.

PRAYER THIS WEEK

“Go and tell John what you hear and see ”
Jesus, you make the blind to see.

Help us to see our neighbors’ needs.
You open deaf ears to hear.
Please open our ears
to hear the cry
of the poor.

You made
clean the lepers.
Clean us too, we beg,
of the many wrongs we do,
and the right things we fail to do.

Our mute tongues
want to sing your praise.
We want to leap in joy like the stag.
Heal us, please. Amen

GOSPEL SPIRITUALITY

He Who Is To Come
From his cell in prison John the Baptist had heard stories about Jesus,
and he sent some of his followers to find out if Jesus is the messiah. Are
you ‘He who is to come’ or do we look for another? they asked Jesus.
Jesus had to reply in such a way that John would have no doubt about
the genuineness of his messianic activity, and the message he sent back
to John was about the blind receiving their sight, the lame walking, the
lepers being cleansed, the deaf hearing, the dead being raised, and the
poor having good news brought to them. He did not say a word about
people praying more or going to the synagogue or making God the
center of their lives: the age of the messiah, as expressed in this report,
does not concern “religion” in the traditional sense of the word. One
knows that the messiah has come because a real change has taken
place in society, a change that involves the liberation of those who
have always been cut off from the “main branch” of society. Jesus is
the messiah because those who are blind, crippled, diseased, and poor
have been liberated from the things which make them the victims of
injustice. We can turn the statement around to say that if the dregs of
society do not experience liberation, then Jesus is not the messiah.
But Jesus is the messiah, and so the dead have come to life: those who
have been unable to ‘live’ in a society that has written them off, are
now alive with hope. Gerald Darring/ www.liturgy.slu.edu

St Thomas Morp Parish

Thomas More Parish, Glenfiel
Christmas & New Year’s Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve, Wednesday 24 December 2025
6:25 pm - Candlelight Carol Service
7:00pm - Family Christmas Mass

11:25 pm - Candlelight Carol Service
12:00 am - Midnight Christmas Mass
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Christmas Day, Thursday 25 December 2025
8.25 am - Christmas Carols
09:00 am - Christmas Day Mass
12:00 pm - Chaldean Christmas Mass

-

-
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New Year’s Eve, Wednesday 31 December 2025
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
7:00 pm - New Year’s Eve Mass

New Year’s Day, Thursday 1 January 202
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
9.15am - New Year’s Day Mass

SPECIAL 2ND COLLECTION AT ALL CHRISTMAS
MASSES
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THE WORD OF GOD

3rd Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 35:1-6,10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11
Monday
Numbers 24:2-7,15-17
Matthew 21:23-27
Tuesday
Zephaniah 3:1-2,9-13
Matthew 21:28-32
Wednesday
Genesis 49:2,8-10
Matthew 1:1-17
Thursday
Jeremiah 23:5-8
Matthew 1:18-24
Friday
Judges 13:2-7,24-25
Luke 1:5-25
Saturday
Isaiah 7:10-14
Luke 1:26-38

IMPORTANT PARISH
NOTICES
THURSDAY ADORATION and

FIRST FRIDAY EVENING MASS
Will resume in FEBRUARY, 2026

Choir Practice

CHRISTMAS VIGIL CHOIR - Practices
are on MONDAYS 15™ and 22nd Dec at
7.30 pm

CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT CHOIR - Practices are on
TUESDAYS 16" and 23™ Dec at 7 pm

It is critical to attend the first practice so everyone
can be in sync with the group.

For any information, please contact Sylvia Hartley
aldonsylvia@gmail.com

All welcome to share
in a cuppa after the 10am
Mass hosted by the

—
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CLARETIAN WORD
MINISTRY 2026
Bible Diary
Your purchase supports
the mission work in India,
especially for the poor.
Thank you for your

support
Available at $20 each.
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'.f,i‘,'-]-' Bringing the Word to Life -
- | Daily Scripture Reflections

2025/26

$8 each

—-000—-

Daily Mass Calendars for sale
after Mass—$5 each

We pray for all those
who have died
recently and all

those whose
anniversaries occur
at this time.

Please pray for our sick
parishioners & their families

John Lee, Margaret & Alan
Skinner, David McNeill, Anselmo
Salazar, Gaye and Ciara
Rhodes, Israel Nathan, Tamar
Mathews, Mark Delaurier

Contact the Parish office
if you wish to add names
office@stthomasmore.org.nz

PARISH SENIOR’S GROUP
Tuesday December 16

S R

All are invited to a Christmas Gathering in the Parish
Hall after 9.15 morning Mass. Hosted by your Parish
Seniors.

Join us for Carol singing and entertainment.
Bring a small plate of Christmas treats for morning
tea, and a wrapped gift for Secret Santa (no more

than $10).

For more information contact
Elizabeth Auger on 021 201 8914

SUNDAY 4 JANUARY 11 AM

v "' CATHEDRAL OF ST PATRICK AND ST JOSEPH

Join Our Mission to Serve Life and
Family

AMILY LII

@'

Family Life International NZ is seeking an
Operations Manager to support the daily
operations of our pro-life, pro-family mission. Ideal for
someone with strong organisational abilities, solid
business skills, and a heart for service. To express
interest contact Michelle Kaufman michelle@fli.org.nz or

visit fli.org.nz/join-our-team

Kid's Korner
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CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND
Kids Corner: https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-
content/uploads/2025/11/CELEBRATING-3rd-SUNDAY-OF-
ADVENT.pdf
Parents pondering: A STRING OF BLUE BEADS

https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/
uploads/2025/11/A-String-of-Blue-Beads.pdf

Please DO NOT double park in the main carpark and block
access for drop-offs and emergency vehicles.

Please DO NOT park along St Thomas More Lane - the
residents are inconvenienced by the weekly congestion.
Your vehicle will be towed away. Thank you

NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE

Catholic Caring Foundation’s Christmas
Appeal Give a gift to help families and people
in need. Please support the Caring
Foundation’s Christmas appeal through your
donations and prayers. Your donation will have
double the impact! “Blessed are you who are
poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.” Take
home our newsletter, and donation card, or visit
www.caringfoundation.org.nz or call (09) 360
3012.

Wings.Nga Parirau Have you tried praying and
meeting with others in small groups from the
comfort of your own home and table? It’s all
good! Daily Meditation 6.15am on Zoom
Reflection with Pope Leo XIV Dilexi Te,
Wednesday evenings 7pm on Zoom

Lectio Divina, pondering the Sunday Gospel,
Saturdays 7pm on Zoom. Contact Dianna
Fouhy, Faith Formation Team, Catholic Diocese
of Auckland diannaf@cda.org.nz

Catholic Enquiry Centre : Three Part-Time
Roles: The Catholic Enquiry Centre (an agency
of the NZ Catholic Bishops Conference) is
expanding its digital outreach in 2026 and is
seeking passionate, faith-filled people to join the
team:

Digital Ministry Specialist (Content &

Platform) — oversee CEC’s website and

social media, creating content that helps people
explore faith.

Digital Ministry Specialist (Media Production) —
create short videos, testimonies, and reels
introducing Catholic faith and traditions.
Resource & Enquiry Support Officer — respond
to enquirers and coordinate the dispatch of
printed resources across Aotearoa. All roles
are part-time (0.4 FTE) and may be remote or
Wellington-based. Expressions of interest to
carly@catholicenquiry.nz by Friday

9 January 2026. Roles may be filled sooner for
the right candidates.

Catholic Diocese of Christchurch: Chief
Finance Officer. The Diocese is looking to
recruit a Chief Finance Officer (CFO) to lead a
passionate and committed team and be a key
strategic partner in shaping the future of the
Catholic Diocese of Christchurch. The primary
responsibility of the role is to safeguard and
improve the financial position and performance
of the Diocese, enabling the achievement of its
pastoral and property objectives. The CFO
drives risk management and ensures an
excellent standard of reporting. For a full
Candidate Brief please email applica-
tions@cdoc.nz. To apply, click on the following
link https://www.seek.co.nz/CFO-jobs/in-
Christchurch-Central-Canterbury?
jobld=89003868&type=promoted or attach your
cover letter and CV to applications@cdoc.nz
with ‘Chief Financial Officer Job Application’ in
the subject line. Applications close 11.59pm
Thursday 15 January 2026. For more
information please phone Annette Pugh on 03
378 3647.

Property Officer : St Patrick’s & St Joseph
Cathedral, Auckland. The Cathedral is looking
for a part time (10 hours per week) Property
Officer, responsible for maintaining the
Cathedral buildings and grounds to a high
standard of safety and cleanliness. Duties
include property inspections, managing
contractors, minor repairs, and ensuring
security systems and compliance requirements
are met. What we’re looking for: Trades
background and practical maintenance
experience; Self-motivated, organised, and able
to work independently. Applicants for this
position must have NZ residency or a valid NZ
work permit. Applications close 19 December
2025. To view the full advert, position
description and how to apply, please visit the
Diocesan website www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz
Diocesan Services, Staff Vacancies.
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