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Exploring the WORD

The people of Israel were chosen by God, to be his own people.
This Moses proclaims in the first reading. And having chosen a
people, God does not abandon them: they may be like sheep
without a shepherd, but God sends them the Good Shepherd, who
feels sorry for them, and entrusts his disciples with the task of
giving them new heart. The same God has chosen us, and gives
us the same Shepherd. But we must be careful to take to ourselves
the call of Jesus: we must pray for labourers to give new heart to
the lost sheep of our society. We must also remember our own
responsibility - as a kingdom of priests and a consecrated nation
those of us in the Church have a mission to fulfil: to live out the
Covenant, and truly to be a consecrated nation.

A Prayer to Trust God for the Harvest

Heavenly Father, we come to you, the Lord of the Harvest ,
knowing that what our Lord Jesus said is true,
the harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.
We are surrounded by the lost,
people who are harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a shepherd.

When we lift up our eyes, we see the fields of men and women
that are ripe for harvest, people who need to know the Lord Jesus.
And because of your great love for the world,
you sent your Son into the world, our Lord Jesus,
who came to seek and to save the lost.

So in obedience to his command,
we earnestly pray that you would now send out
more laborers into your harvest.

Send out more than a million followers of Jesus
who are committed to making disciples and
who will change the world together.

Send out a mighty movement of laborers,
who under your authority go and make disciples of all nations.
May you bring forth an abundant harvest of grace
and inspire us to act as instruments of Your love and compassion
to our world who are lost.

GOSPEL SPIRITUALITY

A Sacred Vocation
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “The harvest is abundant but the laborers
are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his
harvest.” Matthew 9:37-38
This line reveals an essential duty that we all have regarding the
good of the Church. It reveals a call to pray for vocations to the
priesthood. It's interesting that Jesus set up the Church using
ordinary men to act in His very name. Priests are sinners like
everyone else, but Jesus calls them, nonetheless, to minister in a
very sacred role of being shepherds. These two points are
essential for us to understand. First, Jesus calls sinners to the
priesthood. This is not a harsh or critical statement, it’s simply a
statement of fact. All we have to do is to look at the first bishops,
the Apostles, and we are immediately made aware of their
weaknesses. Priests most certainly have a sacred calling to
holiness and should strive to be saints. But we should not be
surprised when they are not as saintly as Jesus was. This is all
part of the permissive will of God; namely, that sinful men act in the
very Person of Jesus the Son of God. Amazing. Second, priests
are called to be our shepherds and we should treat them as such.
If we can humbly look beyond their weaknesses, we will come to
realize that God does shepherd us through them. On account of
their sacred ordination, the Holy Spirit is able to shepherd our souls
to Heaven in a very direct and profound way through the
priesthood. But sometimes it takes a humble sheep to actually see

Congratulations
to the 27 children celebrating the Sacraments of %
Confirmation and First Holy Communion today.

We extend our sincere thanks to Bishop Steven Lowe and Fr
Pio Fong for officiating this beautiful and prayerful celebration.

Thank you also to the families and friends who have supported
and shared in this special occasion. May God's
blessings continue to guide these young people as
s they grow in faith and discipleship.

Ethmc Food Festival

...exploring new flavours and tantalizing our taste buds!!!!

‘!

Let's come together to support this very worthy cause on

21 June 2026

after 10am Mass.
A flavour explosion of cultural foods will be on sale.
There will be NO MORNING TEA served on this day.

Parish Morning Tea

Horning Toa
Aldal 42 Tuesday, 16 Jun'sl;‘g!owing the 9:15a.m.
All parishioners are warmly invited to join us in the Parish Hall for
a morning of fellowship, friendship, and fun.
Hosted by the Parish Seniors

North Shore Catholic Youth Ministry presents

2026 TALENT SHOWCASE

arlLight

SATURDAY 25" JULY, 7PM

@ astarlight_ns
Kl estarlighttclentshowcase
© starlight.nstalentegmail.com

TINDALL AUDITORIUM, ROSMINI COLLEGE
36 DOMINION ST, NORTH SHORE, AUCKLAND

Safeguarding Workshop

“*.'| You can now sign up for the online Safeguarding

workshop, scheduled for Thursday, July 16 at 7:00pm.
If you wish to register, simply email your Safeguarding
contact, Vidya, at safeguarding@stthomasmore.org.nz.

CANOPY & CARPARK FUNDRAISING INITIATIVE
Donations Received thus far — $238, 345.01

Our fundraising mission continues, and the Parish will
require your ongoing support over the next three years. We
humbly appeal to each of you to consider setting up a weekly
Automatic Payment using the details provided below. Even a
contribution of $5 per week would make a meaningful

difference to this initiative.

A gentle reminder that for every dollar you contribute to the Parish,
you are eligible for a 33-cent tax rebate/refund.

ST THOMAS MORE GLENFIELD
02-0108-0708668-003
Parishioner’s name and Pledge Nr

Account Name:
Account Number:
Reference :
Fundraising envelopes are also available for cash donations
Thank you for your generosity!!

the shepherd in the priest. John Paul Thomas/mycatholic.life




THE WORD OF GOD
11th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Exodus 19:2-6
Romans 5:6-11
Matthew 9:36-10:8
Monday
1 Kings 21:1-16
Matthew 5:38-42
Tuesday
1 Kings 21:17-29
Matthew 5:43-48
Wednesday
2 Kings 2:1,6-14
Matthew 6:1-6,16-18
Thursday
Ecclesiasticus 48:1-14
Matthew 6:7-15
Friday
2 Kings 11:1-4,9-18,20
Matthew 6:19-23
Saturday
2 Chronicles 24:17-25
Matthew 6:24-34

All welcome to share
in a cuppa after the 10am
Mass hosted by the

Tongan
Community

Baptism 2
Preparation “%Ei
Courses 2026 :

5 July 2026
2 August 2026
13 September 2026
4 October 2026
1 November 2026

Contact the parish office to book
Ph: 444 8624
Email: office@stthomasmore.org.nz

Please DO NOT park along St
Thomas More Lane - the
residents are inconvenienced
by the weekly congestion.
Your vehicle will be towed

away.
Please be
mindful of noise
levels when
congregating in
kel the parking
Ka:p noise. area’s at night.
lévels down Thank you

\We pray for all those
who have died
recently and all

those whose
anniversaries occur
at this time.

Please pray for our sick
parishioners & their families

Ghassan Emmanuel, Margaret
& Alan Skinner, David McNeill,
Anselmo Salazar, Gaye and
Ciara Rhodes, Israel Nathan,
Tamar Mathews, Mark
Delaurier

Contact the Parish office
if you wish to add names
office@stthomasmore.org.nz

Holy Cross Seminary
- www.holycross.org.nz
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NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE

For more details, please see posters on the parish
noticeboard

Marriage & Family Life: Would like to invite dating, engaged
and married couples to their annual online Alpha course (this is
not Marriage Preparation) . A wonderful opportunity to deepen

your faith with Jesus and each other. Starting on Thursday

6th August for 11 sessions (3 sessions are combined into 1
so 8 weeks) 7pm — 8.15pm. Registrations open now see flyer

for more details or call Gerry on 021 02247442.

Marriage Preparation Programme: The Catholic Diocese of
Auckland are looking for volunteers to facilitate the Marriage
Preparation Programme; the training is starting soon. if you
have been married for 5 years plus and feel drawn to helping
engaged couples please call Gerry on 021 02247442.

The Joshua Catholic Men's Fellowship ALL MEN are invited
to the Joshua 40-Year Celebration Weekend!

When : Fri pm 14 August to Sun midday 16 August
Venue: Keswick Christian Camp, 5 Cooper Ave, Holden's Bay,
Rotorua
Keynote Speaker: Robert Falzon, Leader of Australia's
menALIVE and Author of "Importance of a Present Dad"
Cost: $247pp including accommodation and meals.

To Register: Follow the link below OR Scan the QR Code on
porter attached OR contact Mike Lobo (021) 2809285 or Greg
Sullivan (021) 437747 Link: https://menforchrist.wufoo.com/
forms/joshua-40th-anniversary-celebration-rotorua

Auckland Inter-Faith Council The Auckland Inter-Faith
Council is pleased to announce our next AIFC Anniversary
Event. Monday, 15 June 2026, 7-9pm. We are honoured to
have Dr Melissa Derby as our keynote speaker. The spaces
are limited, so we ask you to please register on time before 10
June.

Billings Life NZ Seminar: Billings Life NZ will host a two-day
Natural Fertility Awareness seminar in Whanganui on June 19
and 20. The event is designed for couples using or considering
the Billings Ovulation Method, health professionals or others
wanting to learn more about the method, and people interested
in becoming accredited Billings teachers. Find out more and
register at_ www.billingslife.org.nz/training-seminar

Alpha in the Catholic context: Is presenting a series locally
on Why Alpha in our parishes, How it will help and How it will
generate vibrancy in our parishes. All are welcome to attend
any one or more. Sessions are: 17th June 7pm Why Alpha.
Why do Catholic Parishes need Alpha; 22nd July 7pm What is
Alpha and who is it for; 19th August 7pm Where does Alpha
fit in the life of the Parish and 16th September 7pm How to
take your Alpha from good to great
Please register on Training Zoom for Alpha in a Catholic Con-
text — Fill out form. For further information please contact
Clare Bell on Clare Bell Clare@alpha.org.nz or Dcn Steve
Fraser on stephenf@cda.org.nz

Canon Law in Practice Webinar Series - Msgr Brendan Daly
will be leading a three-part webinar series in June 2026 titled
Canon Law in Practice. The series will focus on practical case
handling, documentation, and rights-focused safeguarding.
These webinars may be of particular interest to Church
leaders, clergy, canonists, tribunal staff, safeguarding
practitioners, victim assistance personnel, and others involved
in pastoral and safeguarding ministry. Please see the poster
for further information and registration details.
Please note: all sessions will begin at 7.00pm NZT.

Te Kupenga Catholic Theological College: Is now
accepting enrolment for the micro-credential on Management
of Church Organisations. This is an online course over 6
weeks. Class starts on July 20, 2026. For more information,
go to www.tekupenga.ac.nz/churchmanagement."

World Youth Day Auckland 2026:10:00am-8:30pm Saturday
1st August at Victory Convention Centre. Join over 1,800
young Catholics at Victory Convention Centre for World Youth
Day Auckland 2026 - a massive, joy-filled day of faith,
community and WITNESS. Inspired by the Scripture chosen
for the 40th World Youth Day, “You also are my witnesses,
because you have been with me” (Jn 15:27). This year’s event
is about fixing our gaze on Jesus and becoming courageous
witnesses of Christ in our world. For more info and to register
go to: https://events.humanitix.com/world-youth-day-auckland-
2026

WYD 2027 Webinars In preparation for World Youth Day
2027 in Seoul Korea, Te Kupenga Catholic Theological
College invites young people and everyone to grow in their
faith, hope and missionary discipleship, with this year’s
webinar series, “Take Courage! | have overcome the
world” (John 16:33). More information at
www.tekupenga.ac.nz/webinars-2026

NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE (cont)

University Ministry Assistant — Catholic
Diocese of Auckland Are you looking for a role
where you can make a meaningful impact in the
lives of tertiary students? We’re looking for
someone to become our part-time University
Ministry Assistant, supporting ministry to tertiary
students across six campuses. You'll help deliver
events, support student leaders, and expand the
vibrant Catholic communities on campuses across
the Auckland Diocese. To learn more, please visit:
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/staff-vacancies/

Fr Paul Turner Ars Celebrandi Workshop The
New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference warmly
invites clergy, parish liturgy teams, school staff,
deacons, and all involved in the preparation of the
sacred liturgy to a special workshop with
international liturgist Fr Paul Turner. Inspired by
Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter Desiderio
Desideravi, this workshop will explore the ars
celebrandi, the art of celebrating the liturgy with
reverence, understanding, and fidelity to the mind
and heatrt of the Church. Fr Paul Turner will lead
practical and enriching session aimed at deepening
our understanding of the Eucharist and
strengthening the celebration of Mass in our
parishes and schools. Fr Paul Turner is pastor of
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Kansas
City, Missouri and director of the Office of Divine
Worship for the Catholic Diocese of Kansas City-St
Joseph. He holds a doctorate in sacred theology
from Sant’ Anselmo in Rome. He is a consultor for
the Dicastery for Divine Worship and the Discipline
of the Sacraments. His numerous publications
include “Guide for....” The Liturgical Ministry series
of books and dozens of other titles. As pastor of
diverse parishes, he spent many years ministering
in a state prison, serving an Hispanic and
multi-ethnic community, and providing assistance
to the homeless.

Date: Saturday 25th July.

Venue: Christ the King Church, Owairaka, 260
Richardson Rd, Mt Roskill.

Time: Parish Mass @ 9am Sessions start at
10am to 2.30pm. Morning Tea provided. BYO
Lunch please. Register
at: www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/paul-turner/

IMPORTANT:
PARISH ONLINE REGISTRATION

All new and existing parishioners of St Thomas
More Parish are kindly requested to register
your family online if you have not already done
so0. An easy step-by-step presentation is
available in the foyer for reference.

New parishioners, please make use of your
Registration Number when making donations.
This helps simplify the posting process in the

accounting system. Registration and/or Pledge
Numbers are also used to generate Tax
Receipts at the end of the year.

Thank you for your registration and support.

ZTITIPOUNAMU Seudy & Joy

Transforming Christian-Muslim Dialogue with Fr
Joseph Victor Edwin SJ
Monday, 20 July 2026, 7-8pm (Zoom).
https://www.studyjoy.nz/2026/05/22/transforming-
christian-muslim-dialogue/
YouTube Recordings:

Fr Kevin Waldie sm on Words Matter - The
Institution of the Last Supper
https://www.studyjoy.nz/2026/06/07/words-matter-
muffin-talk-with-fr-kevin-waldie-sm/

For more information: www.studyjoy.nz

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND

Kids Corner: https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/
wp-content/uploads/2026/05/CELEBRATING-THE-
ELEVENTH-SUNDAY-in-OT.pdf

Parents pondering: THE WOMAN
WHO SHARED CHRIST
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/
wp-content/uploads/2026/05/The-
woman-who-shared-Christ.pdf

Kid's Korner

[
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