
GOSPEL SPIRITUALITY  

 

An Inclusive Church  
Matthew is very concerned in his gospel with the unity of the Christian 
community. He does not envision the Church as an exclusionary 
organization, but rather as an inclusive community which is guided by 
the spirit of the parable of the weeds.  “Let them grow together until 
harvest” (Gospel): since its earliest days, the Church has preferred to 
tolerate different levels of commitment and holiness. Such an attitude 
is in line with the “wisdom” of the Hebrew Scriptures, which informs us 
that “those who are righteous must be kind; and you gave your children 
reason to hope that you would allow them to repent for their sins.”  
(First Reading) This attitude of acceptance is also in line with the 
revelation of God “as merciful and gracious, slow to anger, abounding 
in kindness.”  An inclusive Church that is kind and lenient toward its 
own members and toward everyone else should be an inspiration to a 
divided world that has a tendency to judge harshly, to be quick to 
anger, and to uproot weeds even at the cost of damage to the good 
plants.  By virtue of her mission to shed on the whole world the 
radiance of the gospel message, and to unify under one Spirit all men 
of whatever nation, race, or culture, the Church stands forth as a sign 
of that brotherliness which allows honest dialogue and invigorates it.  
Such a mission requires in the first place that we foster within the 
Church herself mutual esteem, reverence, and harmony, through the 
full recognition of lawful diversity.  Vatican II, Constitution on the Church 
in the Modern World, 1965:92.”   Gerald Darring/liturgy.slu.edu 

Exploring the WORD 
 

There is no room in a good field for weeds and rubbish: so in the 
Kingdom of Heaven, there is no room for ‘all things that provoke 

offences, and all who do evil’. They must be got rid of, for the sake of 
the good wheat, for the sake of the good subjects of the kingdom. But 

this weeding out will not take place until  harvest time - in case one 
piece of good wheat is destroyed with the weeds. This shows the 

mercy of God: everyone has chance after chance to prove that they 
are wheat, not darnel; there are no quick judgements in the kingdom of 
heaven, and things are never as black and white as we think. Only at 
the end of time will evil stand out clearly, so that it can be disposed of, 

and only the Son of Man can judge.  

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

St Thomas More Parish, Glenfield, 19 July 2026

Safeguarding Workshop 

 

To register for the face to face workshop, please 

Email: safeguarding@stthomasmore.org.nz  

CANOPY & CARPARK Fundraising INITIATIVE 
 

Donations Received thus far — $255,746.32  
 

 

Account Name:    

   
Account Number:   02-0108-0708668-003  
Reference :    Parishioner’s name and Pledge Nr  
  

Fundraising envelopes are also available for cash donations 
 

Parish Morning Tea 

 

Morning Tea hosted by your Parish Seniors 

on Tuesday 21 July 

Join us in our Parish Hall after the 9.15am Morning Mass. 
An opportunity to Relax and Socialise 

Hot Soup, Tea, Coffee and Snacks 

Book Exchange; Singing, a Fun Quiz and Bingo as time permits. 
ALL ARE WELCOME 

Prayer This Week  

 

Lord of the Harvest, help to remember that  
I am meant to be a wheat in your Kingdom.  

I am meant to grow and bear fruit.  
Help me to persevere,  

to gradually let goodness triumph.  
Help me to not be discouraged  
when weeds seem all around.  

Let me trust You always to be in charge of  
YOUR Kingdom.” 

 

Lord of the Harvest, give us the patience  
not to pull out the weeds before the right time.  

We can exhaust ourselves judging our fellow believers,  
deciding who's in and who's out.  

Forgive us, Lord, for our presumption,  
for doing that which is yours alone to do. 

Yes, we are to be careful  
in discerning truth from falsehood.  

And, yes, we are to hold each other accountable  
to live out our faith in this world.  

But may we do so without a critical or haughty spirit.  
Help us to be as gracious  

to those with whom we disagree  
as you have been to us. Amen 

 

Our North Shore Regional Talent showcase 
StarLight is on 26 July at Rosmini College.  

More details on Instagram or the StarLight FB 
page https://www.facebook.com/

starlighttalentshowcase  

SECOND COLLECTION - TODAY, 19 July 2026 

Catholic Caring Foundation 

Please support Bishop Steve’s Caring Foundation’s     
Annual Appeal and help those in poverty be seen, heard, 
and helped.  You can make your donation by: Scanning the 

QR code / Using a donation card / Donating online at 
www.caringfoundation.org.nz / Using a special collection envelope / 
Donating directly to BNZ 02-0100-0242648-00, using your surname, 
initials, and phone number as the payment reference .  Thank you for 

your generosity and support in helping those most in need. 

PARISH PROJECT - Important Information  
 

When construction works commence, the main   
entrance to the Church will be via the Courtyard. 

 

All Church and Hall bookings will continue as scheduled   
throughout the construction period. We kindly ask everyone to 
exercise extra care when entering and exiting the premises,    

particularly near designated construction areas. 
 

Please note that parking in the main car park will be limited.    
Parishioners and visitors are encouraged to use the upper car 

park or available on-street parking. 
 

For your safety, please remain vigilant and observe all barriers, 
signage, and cordoned-off areas during the construction period. 

 

Thank you for your patience, understanding, and cooperation as 

we undertake these important improvements. 

https://www.facebook.com/starlighttalentshowcase
https://www.facebook.com/starlighttalentshowcase
http://www.caringfoundation.org.nz


 

Wisdom 12:13,16-19 

Romans 8:26-27 

Matthew 13:24-43 

Monday  
Micah 6:1-4,6-8 

Matthew 12:38-42 

Tuesday 

Micah 7:14-15,18-20 

Matthew 12:46-50 

Wednesday 

Songs 3:1-4 or 2 Cor. 5:14-17 

John 20:1-2,11-18 

St Mary Magdalene. 
Thursday 

Jeremiah 2:1-3,7-8,12-13 

Matthew 13:10-17 

Friday 

Jeremiah 3:14-17 

Matthew 13:18-23 

Saturday 

Corinthians 4:7-15 

Matthew 20:20-28 

St James, Apostle 

NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE 

 

For more details, please see posters on 
the parish noticeboard 

 

Retreat Day for Women - Dominican Sisters 
of St Cecilia  Women of all ages are warmly 

invited to join the Dominican Sisters of St     
Cecilia, visiting from Sydney, for a retreat day 
centred on the   Eucharist. Sunday 2 August, 
12:30pm–6:00pm at St Luke’s Catholic Church 

(260 Chapel Road, Flat Bush). Cost: $10,    
including afternoon tea. Register at: https://

events.humanitix.com/retreat-for-women  
 

Wings.Nga Parirua  Join us to read and reflect 
on Pope Leo’s own words together on Zoom. 

Wednesdays: 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th July - 7.00pm 
– 7.30pm.  Ponder and Pray.  For the Zoom link 
or further information, please contact:  Dianna      

Fouhy  diannaf@cda.org.nz  
 

Alpha in the Catholic context  Is presenting a 
series locally on Why Alpha in our parishes, 

How it will help and How it will generate        
vibrancy in our parishes. All are welcome to 
attend any one or more. Sessions are: 22nd 

July 7pm ; 19th August 7pm ; 16th September 
7pm . Please register on  Training Zoom for Al-

pha in a Catholic Context – Fill out form.  For  
further information please contact Clare Bell on 

Clare Bell Clare@alpha.org.nz or Dcn Steve 
Fraser on    stephenf@cda.org.nz   

 

Grandparents Mass  Marriage & Family Life 
warmly invites you to a special Grandparents 
Mass as we give thanks for the love, wisdom, 
and faith that grandparents and older people 
share with our families and communities.  We 
especially encourage grandchildren to bring 

their grandparents, and everyone is welcome to 
bring an elderly person in their life whom they 

would like to honour.  St Patrick's Cathedral 43 
Wyndham Street (corner of Federal Street), 

Auckland Sunday, 26 July at 4:30pm.          
Reduced parking fees apply.  Come and      

celebrate together as one family in faith. We 
look forward to welcoming you!   

 

Overcome Addictions by Fr Robert Steele  Fr 
Robert Steele, who struggled with alcohol    
addiction before his ordination but has just 

marked 25 years of sobriety, has published A 
Journey of Hope: Combating Pornography on 
the Internet.  He says his book, described as a 

Catholic approach to healing and freedom, 
comes from a place of empathy, not judgement. 
Tuesday 28 July 2026, 7pm-8pm. St John the 

Baptist Church, Mairangi Bay.   
 

World Youth Day Auckland 2026        
10:00am-8:30pm Saturday 1st August at    

Victory Convention Centre.  For more info and 
to register go to: https://events.humanitix.com/

world-youth-day-auckland-2026  
 

John Pridmore Coming to Auckland             
International Catholic speaker and evangelist 

John Pridmore is coming to Auckland this    
August for a series of inspiring parish missions.   
Once involved in London's criminal underworld, 
John's life was dramatically transformed through 
an encounter with Jesus Christ. Each evening 
will include John's testimony, prayer and an     
opportunity to deepen your relationship with 

Christ through Eucharistic Adoration.   
Mission Dates:  Takapuna: 17–19 August ;  

Ponsonby: 24–26 August ; Manurewa:            
31 August – 2 September.  All sessions begin 

at 7:00 pm. Everyone is warmly invited to     
attend.  For more details visit our website.  

 

The Beginning Experience  "ALONE AGAIN ?   
A weekend away to help those suffering the 

heartache of Separation, Divorce, or            
Widowhood on  21-23 August.  The cost for     

2 nights'  accommodation, meals, and materials 
and follow up event is $350 with EARLY BIRD 

cost $325 if paid by 8 July.  For further         
information please phone Karena evenings on 
021802-352.  www.beginningexperience.org.nz 

Baptism            
Preparation   

Courses 2026 

2 August 2026 

13 September 2026 

4 October 2026 

1 November 2026 

 

Contact the parish office to book 

Ph: 444 8624  
Email: office@stthomasmore.org.nz 

Please pray for our sick 
parishioners & their families 

    
Ghassan Emmanuel, Margaret 
& Alan Skinner, David McNeill, 
Anselmo Salazar, Gaye and 
Ciara Rhodes, Israel Nathan, 

Tamar Mathews, Mark 
Delaurier 

 

Contact the Parish office  
if you wish to add names 

office@stthomasmore.org.nz  

We pray for all 
those who  have 
died recently and  
all those whose 
anniversaries 

occur at this time. 

Please DO NOT park along St 
Thomas More Lane - the      

residents are inconvenienced 
by the weekly congestion. 

Your vehicle will 
be towed away.  

 

Please be      
mindful of noise 

levels when              
congregating in 

the parking    
areas at night.       

Thank you  

All welcome to share  
in a cuppa after the 10am 

Mass hosted by the  
 

 

Filipino 

Community 

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF AUCKLAND 

 

Kids Corner:  https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/
uploads/2026/06/CELEBRATING-THE-SIXTEENTH-SUNDAY-

in-OT.pdf 
Parents pondering:   BELONGING BEFORE 
BELIEVING 

https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/wp-content/
uploads/2026/06/Belonging-before-believing.pdf 

Prayer Retreat for Women: 'Prayer and the  Interior 
Life'  Friday 9th October 6pm to Sunday 11th      
October 3pm 2026 - with time for Holy Mass,       

Eucharistic Adoration, Reconciliation, Personal     
Prayer and Spiritual Direction.                              

Location: Hillsborough, Auckland.                                       
Register: www.stfrancisretreatcentre.org.nz 

NEW Beginners Theology of the Body Course – Saturday 
29th August 8am -5pm, Mission Bay,  Auckland.                  

Register:  theologyofthebody.nz  

New online site about Faith 

Pat McCarthy, former editor of NZ Catholic newspaper, has 
just launched an online publication looking at Catholic  beliefs 
and practices. Ever wondered how the Last Supper evolved 
into today’s Mass? Or the purpose of church music? Is there 
an algorithm for a successful marriage? Does spirituality    
without religion make sense? Should we take the Bible       
literally? Go to https://fathomingthefaith.substack.com (it’s 
FREE). 

NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE (cont) 
 

Fr Paul Turner Ars Celebrandi Workshop  The New Zealand 
Catholic Bishops Conference warmly invites clergy, parish 
liturgy teams, school staff, deacons, and all involved in the 
preparation of the sacred liturgy to a special workshop with 
international liturgist Fr Paul Turner. Inspired by Pope Francis’ 
Apostolic Letter Desiderio Desideravi, this workshop will     
explore the ars celebrandi, the art of celebrating the liturgy with 
reverence, understanding, and fidelity to the mind and heart of 
the Church. Fr Paul Turner will lead practical and enriching 
session aimed at deepening our understanding of the        
Eucharist and strengthening the celebration of Mass in our 
parishes and schools. Fr Paul Turner is pastor of Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception in Kansas City, Missouri and   
director of the Office of Divine Worship for the Catholic      
Diocese of Kansas City-St Joseph. He holds a doctorate in 
sacred theology from Sant’ Anselmo in Rome. He is a        
consultor for the Dicastery for Divine Worship and the         
Discipline of the Sacraments.  The Liturgical Ministry series of 
books and dozens of other titles. As pastor of diverse parishes, 
he spent many years ministering in a state prison, serving an 
Hispanic and multi-ethnic community, and providing assistance 
to the homeless.  Date: Saturday 25th July.  Venue: Christ the 
King Church, Owairaka, 260 Richardson Rd, Mt Roskill.   
Time: Parish Mass @ 9am Sessions start at 10am to 2.30pm.   
Morning Tea provided. BYO Lunch please.  Register at:  
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/paul-turner/  
 

The Joshua Catholic Men's Fellowship  ALL MEN are   
invited to the Joshua 40-Year Celebration Weekend! 
When : Fri pm 14 August to Sun midday 16 August   
Venue: Keswick Christian Camp, 5 Cooper Ave, Holden's Bay, 
Rotorua 

Keynote Speaker: Robert Falzon, Leader of Australia's 
menALIVE and Author of "Importance of a Present Dad"  
Cost: $247pp including accommodation and meals.   
To Register: Follow the link below OR Scan the QR Code on 
poster OR contact Mike Lobo (021) 2809285 or Greg Sullivan 
(021) 437747  Link: https://menforchrist.wufoo.com/forms/joshua-

40th-anniversary-celebration-rotorua   
 

Marriage & Family Life  Whether you're married, engaged, or 
dating, Alpha for Couples is a welcoming and practical course 
designed to help strengthen your faith and relationship.  
Register today and invest in your relationship. We'd love to 
have you join us! Oct 8,15, 22, 29.  Nov 5, 12, 19, 22, 26.     
Dec 3.   https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/alpha_couples/  
 

DIOCESAN VACANCIES 

 

Parish Coordinator  St Joseph & Joachim Parish in Ōtāhuhu 
is seeking a capable and motivated individual to join the team 
as a Parish Coordinator. This is a part-time role of 20 hours 
per week, working Tuesday to Friday from 9.00am to 
2.30pm.  For full details, please visit the CDA’s website 
www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz – Diocesan   Services – Staff 
Vacancies.  
 

Part Time Parish Receptionist  St Anne’s Church in        
Manurewa is seeking a friendly and organised part-time Parish 
Receptionist to be the welcoming face of their parish         
community.  Please view the SEEK link below for more details 
and how to apply. https://nz.seek.com/job/92934322 
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